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Now there’s a Mack for almost

every job.

Around the city, down the highway or in the bush. If you’re looking for a truck that goes the distance and
Whatever the job, wherever you operate, you're gives you the edge on your competition, call your
likely to find Mack now has a truck with the right nearest Mack Trucks branch or dealer today.
combination of reliability, durability and fuel Brisbane Sydney Melbourne
efficiency for your application. (07) 3853 3333 (02) 755 2344 (03) 9305 4711
You can choose from a new, and still expanding, Adelaide Darwin \03):9315 2157
range of 21 different Highway and Heavy Duty (08) 347 0373 (089) 843 714 Perth

models. Launceston Townsville (09) 277 1233

Each tailored for the job. And each offering either the (AO3):263 550 {ped)Edadne

latest Mack drivetrain technology or a selected range
of premium components from Detroit Diesel, Eaton,
Hendrickson or Rockwell.

But that's not all.

Every Mack truck is backed by an expanding network
of Mack branches and dealers, offering you one of
the best levels of prOdUCt Support in the industry. GIVING YOU THE EDGE.

Mack Trucks Australia Pty. Ltd. ACN 009 719592 MODCONS 0273

- T T T

: what’s on our tarmac? :
| ATR-42 turboprop regional transports from I
| ATR-72 avions transportes regionales |
: Hawker 1000 medium corporate jets :
I Hawker 800 from Raytheon |
I Beechjet 400 Beech 1900D Starship I
: King Air 350 King Air B200 Special Mission :
| sales — spares — design  — repair |
I modification = maintenance |
: ISO 9001/AS 3901 accreditation by Bureau Veritas :

| Hawker Pacific |

L____..___......_________.._.__I
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The Director’s Message

From a Corps perspective, 1995 has been another busy vear. I have been
privileged to visit another 60 units, some in the field and others in
barracks. I have also visited many Reserve units this vear and have been
impressed by their endeavours in creating BASB’s to meet force structure
imperatives. Although I was not able to visit units involved in K95, I
know from several discussions, the Corps performed well and contributed
to the success of the exercise.

n a recent visit to Darwin, post K95, | was
Oable to witness 1 Armd Regt settling into its

new home and 2 Cav Regt consolidating its
place in the north. The enthusiasm of the RAEME
personnel enjoying the
challenge life brings in the
‘top’ end was infectious.

Life for our soldiers in
Log Comd units presents
other challenges. Bandiana
Logistic Group and South
East Queensland Logistic
Group are both preparing
for the implementation of
CSP while trying to meet
the customer’s demands.
As CSP rolls on so the
workload intensifies. I know
that officers and soldiers
alike are coping with the
changes despite the
increased tempo.

For those who have not
been exposed to AZ1, by
the time this edition is
published, all should be
revealed. A21 is an
important project aimed at
developing an Army for the
21st Century starting from
first principles. It has important implications for
RAEME as it is already clear the solution will be heavily
dependant on technology. This technology will require
the same or enhanced professional skills and
knowledge, inherent in the members of our Corps.

Ultimately, we will have to master new

Colone

2 G.M‘érant

equipment with increased levels of electronics,
optics and data processes integrated with
mechanical, hydraulic and aircraft systems.

So the pace of change continues. As I leave my

position as Head of Corps,
¢ 1 want you to know I have
been proud to be your
. Director, particularly
| because of how you, the
. members of the Corps cope
- with change, both culturally
- and technologically.
May [ express my
. appreciation for your hard
work, forthright views and
~ professionalism. No matter
. which way the Corps heads
- in the future, I am
. confident we will all
. continue to provide an
. equipment support service
. we can all be proud of.
May 1 congratulate COL
. Bruce Amor, the new
DEME-A, as he takes up
his appointment. I know
COL Amor well, both of us
having served together
previously in the ODF. [ ask
that you welcome him to
the Director’s appointment and support him in his
endeavours.

Good luck to all of you in the future, enjoy your
Christmas break with your family and loved ones,
and drive carefully.

Arte et Marte

The Members of the Corps
Congratulate The Director on his forthcoming promotion to Brigadier
and appointment as the Director General, Materiel/Army.
We wish him the best for the future.

-
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For Predictable,

Reliable Performance
Every Time,

It Better Be Bel

When missions the world over call for a truly reliable medium

helicopter, the flexible 412 answers the call. From Search and
Rescue crews to combatready fleets, the Bell 412 delivers again
and again, with more speed and greater agility than ever before.
¢ Mission-ready and mission-equipped, the 412 can transport 14
fully equipped troops over terrain barriers and inaccessible
areas. A spacious cabin allows ample room for hoist, litters and
supplies. And with large sliding doors on both sides, crews can
enter easily and exit fast. ¢ The 412 also offers the highest
dispatch reliability of any twin, the lowest operating costs in its
class and best customer support in the industry. ¢ The Bell 412,
For challenging missions that call for proven performance

every time, It Better Be Bell.

Bell Helicopter

A Subsidiary of Textron Inc.
litech

For Bell Helicopter Sales, Service and Support in
Australia, New Zealand and Papua New Guinea.

PO Box 138, Hamilton Central
Queensland 4007

Phone: (07) 3268 4077
Fax: (07) 3268 7815

CONSIDER YOUR FUTURE: NOW!

NEW AND UPGRADED
COURSES IN
LOGISTICS MANAGEMENT

and

PURCHASING AND
MATERIALS MANAGEMENT |

available from
Central Queensland University

Formal courses by distance education

* Diploma in Purchasing and Materials
Management (AIPMM)

* Advanced Diploma in Purchasing and
Materials Management (AIPMM)

* Bachelor of Business in Purchasing and
Materials Management (New from 1996)

Short courses by distance education or presented

in workshop format in

* Purchasing and Materials Management
* Warehousing

* Inventory Control

* Physical Distribution Management

* Logistics

e Quality

Contact

Course Coordinator

Purchasing and Materials Management
Faculty of Business

Central Queensland University
Rockhampton Qld 4702

Phone 079 309 359 » Fax 079 309 700

.- %
1y

Central Queensland
UNIVERSITY

4 RAEME CRAFTSMAN November, 1995




LTCOL B. AMOR

service in the Australian Army, undertaking a series of

l ieutenant Colonel Bruce Amor has completed 19 years of
general engineering, management, logistic and technical

Directorate Hails...

TBA

The Corps Welcomes Our New Director

staff appointments. Lieutenant Colonel Amor entered Officer
Cadet School, Portsea, in 1976, having already completed a
Diploma of Mechanical Engineering.

On graduation in December 1977, he was posted to 1 Base
Workshop Battalion as Officer Commanding, Electrical,
Instrument and Radio Repair Platoon. The following year he was
posted to the 4th Cavalry Regiment and promoted Captain. A
staff appointment on Headquarters 3 Brigade and an
appointment in Training Command as an instructor at RAEME
Training Centre (RTC) followed. Whilst at RTC he was promoted
Major in January 1984,

In January 1985 he attended the Royal Military College of
Science, Shrivenham and on his return, in 1986, was selected
to attend Command and Staff College at Queenscliffe. Upon
graduation he was posted to Materiel Branch, Canberra as the
Project Officer, Maintenance Support System, Project Raven. A
year later he journeyed west to take up the appointment of
Officer Commanding Perth Workshop Company which was
soon followed by a return to Materiel Division as the SO1
Electronics, Directorate of Electronic and General Procurement,
Army.

In 1992 he attended Joint Services Staff College (JSSC),
Canberra and on graduation he was appointed the Commanding
Officer and Chief Instructor of RAEME Trg Centre. In July 1994
he was appointed Project Team Leader responsible for the
development of the Army Institute of Logistics, which on the 1st
December 1995 will be known as the Army Logistic Training
Centre.

In January 1996 he will take up his new appointment as the
Director of Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, where he will
be involved in the continuing development of a modern,
cohesive and competent Corps committed to enhancing
equipment support to the Army.

LTCOL Amor is married with three teenage children. His
spare time is spent putting the finishing touches to his home in
Albury and his hobbies include fishing and unsuccessfully playing
the stock market.

TBA

Directorate Farewells...

SO 503 DOC
LTCOL MAJ S. KING CAPT
B. BILLETT P. WILLIAMS

DEME PA

WO CORPS

Wo1 JUDY MUIR
R. DAVIES (BUBBLES)
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The Management and Staff at HDH Repair and Overhaul Sydney
are proud to continue their long association with the Australian Army.
We currently provide support to Army Aviation as contracted
A‘o( Overhaul Centre for Lycoming T53 and &
< 04'0 Turbomeca Arriel Turboshaft Helicopter Engines. eo"$
NG glog
S R O ©
NN Contact Telephone: 02 772 8228 aSoree®
280,% Mg, Fax: 02 772 3996 NS
‘?\9 < (»?'
‘@ TWEED CITY TOYOTA
EWEEEHEALD DO YOU THINK WE ARE TOO EXPENSIVE? 262

CONSIDER THIS ...

When our Technicians repair or service your vehicle in our workshop you have:

a) Dedicated and efficient staff who are committed.
b) Factory trained Technicians in correct usage of sophisticated equipment.

(
(
(c) A repair done using Genuine Toyota Parts attracting a 12 month Parts and Labour warranty.
(d) Courtesy shuttle to and from local areas.

(e

) Hours to suit you! 07.45am to 22.45pm.
These are some of the reasons you can relax when we look after your parts and service needs.

20% Discount off Retail Parts and Labour

e ek
TOYOTA

Genvine parts + Quality service

Just present this advertisement.

MACHINERY DRIVE GREENWAY DRIVE

Machinery Drive e o
Tweed Heads South 2486

Tel: (07) 5524 6711

Fax: (07) 5524 6700

PACIFIC HIGHWAY
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'WELL DONES

AUSTRALIAR

SERVING THE NATION

Commendation "

227472 Major Christopher John Mead

Roval Australian Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers

The Director General Army Operational Support has
brought to my attention your exemplary work in developing
and expediting a complex trade proposal for the technical

trades of the Royal Australian Electrical and Mechanical
| Engineers.

Your staff work, imaginative and detailed preparation,
culminating in the successful presentation of the
submission, achieved an outcome which has far reaching
consequences for the future of your Corps and the
efficiency of logistic support to the Armuy.

In performing this difficult but essential work you brought great
credit upon yourself, your Corps and the Australian Army.

24 August 1995

G.D. CARTER
Major General
Deputy Chief of the General Staff

AUSTRALIA

" SERVING THE NATION

Commendation

311708 Major Alistair William Cameron Fraser, AM
Roval Australian Electrical and Mechanical Engineers

The General Officer Commanding Training Command has
brought to my attention your exemplary performance of duty as
the Staff Officer Grade Two Operations, 1st Training Group.

In this appointment you were responsible for the planning
and implementation of a new management structure for the
Training Group.

In overcoming substantial constraints (in particular, limited
and inexperienced manpower), you ensured that within six
months the staff were working independently while maintaining
high standards of support for all the Training Group units.
Additionally, you ensured the prompt actioning of all reports and
procedures demanded by Training Command especially in the
preparation of the Training Resource Management Conference
which occurred in your first three months.

In addition to devoting long hours to your duties with the
Army, you were able to continue to enhance the Army’s standing
in the community through your work in organising and
encouraging soldiers to voluntarily support community and welfare
groups. These efforts have brought great credit to yourself and to
the image of the Army as a caring and supportive organisation.

I commend you for your initiative, drive and selfless service
in this appointment. Your service is of the highest order and in
the best traditions of the Australian Army.

J.C. GREY
Lieutenant General
Chief of the General Staff

28 February 1995

CONSPICUOUS SERVICE MEDAL

For conspicuous service to the Australian Army as Artificer
Sergeant Major, 26th Transport Squadron Workshops

For conspicuous service to the Australian Army in the management
of the Rapier National Fleet

WO1 A. Fox being presented the Conspicuous Service Medal by H.
E. the Honourable Richard E. McGarvie, A. C. Governor of Victoria
6 Oct 95.

WOI1 O. R. Thompson being presented the Conspicuous Service Medal
by Her Excellency Mrs Leneen Forde, A. C. Governor of Queensland
22 Sep 95.
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BLUE SEA CRANES PTY LTD

in conjunction with

BLUE SEA STEEL PTY LTD

current contractors to RAAF Tindal

CRANE HIRE - Building & Construction
RENOVATIONS - Repairs & Maintenance
DOMESTIC - Commercial & Industricl
CONCRETING - Abrasive Cleaning

Available for Tender and Contract to the
Department of Defence for Maintenance and Building.
Previous contractors to Norforce —

Katherine and Darwin

PO Box 895, Katherine NT 0851
Ph: (089) 72 3222 = Fax: (089) 71 1383

QD GLEEMAN TRUCK PARTS

PO Box 209, Moorebank NSW 2170
42-46 Alfred Road, Chipping Norton NSW 2170

Phone (02) 755 2877  Fax (02) 755 1€70
You’ve got the block, we’ve got the rest.
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WELL DONES - 'C_UN_TINUE;D |

’"

DEME COMMENDATION

In recognition of the support given by the 1/95 and 2/95
Technician Electrical Maintenance Courses to the family of
Craftsman Schultz, tragically killed in a car accident on 8
December 1994, and the support given to Craftsman O’'Dea,
who was seriously injured in a car accident on 29 January 1995,
and to his family during his rehabilitation.

We acknowledge the following Craftsmen:
Lawrence Harte; Myles Kelly; lan Sutherland; lan Swindells:
Brendan Walkom; Andrew Fraser; Brendon Kealley; Jason
Lemon; Murray McNaught; Leon Rickard; Glenn Shaw; James
Stephenson; Mark Wakelin.

The Commendation reads:

“In the spirit of mateship you have come together to
console and support. Your caring actions exemplify the
endearing qualities that tupify the Australian soldier. I

commend you for your enterprise and applaud you for your

display of compassion. You have brought credit to not only

yourselves, but also the Corps of Royal Australian Electrical
and Mechanical Engineers.”

et

Colonel
Director
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers

RAEME ACFT MAINT COURSE
Graduates in Cert of Avn Tech

Seven Sergeants who graduated with the Certificate in
Aviation Technology from the University of Southern
Queensland (USQ) on 8 April 95. All members attended USQ
Engineering Faculty as part of the 1/94 Subject 4 for WO
Aircraft and Avionics course (Arts Cse).

The 1/94 Arts Cse is the first course that has graduated from the
USQ where all members were awarded a “Dean’s Commendation”
for outstanding academic results.

Pictured Left to Right: SGT Garry Sherlock — RAMS;
SGT Mat Conca — Oakey Log Bn; SGT Mick Boundy — MEA
(Aircraft Det Oakey); SGT Peter Bowling - 5 Avn Regt Wksps;
SGT Paul Fitz-Henry — RAMS; SGT Phil Sullivan — 161 Recce San;
SGT Peter Hawkins 5 Avn Reg Whksps; and missing from

photograph is SGT Chris Drosdeck, Oakey Log Bn.

TR E AT

BRIG J KINGSTON, AM

The Director and members of the Corps extend their
congratulations on your well deserved promotion to
the rank of Major General (effective 15 Dec 95) and
appointment as the Assistant Chief of the General

Staff Materiel-Army.

Biography

In 1967 he graduated from the Royal Military College
Duntroon and the University of Adelaide with a Bachelor of
Technology (Mechanical Engineering).

He has held a variety of command and staff appointments and
served in South Vietnam with 102 Field Workshop and
Headquarters Australian Force Vietnam.

Brigadier Kingston commanded 2 Base Wksp Bn from 1978 to
1980 before taking up the appointment of Leopard Tank Project
Liaison Officer and Assistant Defence Attache, Bonn, West
Germany. He was promoted Colonel in June 1984 and served as
the Director of Logistics Plan — Army from 1984 to 1987 and as
the Director of Electronic and General Procurement — Army from
1988 to 1990.

In January 1991 he was promoted Brigadier and appointed as
the DGEME. In December 1992, he was appointed to the newly
created position of Director General Engineering within Materiel
Division — Army. It is this position which he now holds.

Brigadier Kingston is a graduate of the Royal Military College
of Science, Shrivenham UK (1972), the Australian Army Staff
College (1976), the Industrial Mobilisation Course (1979) and the
Australian Joint Services Staff College (1984). He was appointed
a Member of the Order of Australia (Military Division) on
Australia Day 1988 for service to the Army in the field of
logistics.

November, 1995 RAEME CRAFTSMAN 9



SIKORSKY BLACK HAWK

When moblhty means “diffar jce v

TOYOTA ®

ALL PARTS CARRY 12 MONTHS 20,000km WARRANTY

We carry a large range of TOYOTA Genuine Parts

Friendly Efficient Service

« Factory Trained Technicians
» One of Brisbane’s Largest Toyota Service Divisions
* Quality Assured Service
« Free Courtesy Bus to Local Area

20% Discount off Retail Parts
and Labour
Just present this advertisernent

59 Kitchener Road, Kedron
PARTS: Telephone (07) 3361 0022
SERVICE: Telephone (07) 3361 0077

TOYOTA

TOYOTA
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!J! AIR LIQUIDE

One of the largest industrial gas companies in the world.
Manufacturers and suppliers of a complete range
of industrial and medical gases.

e Services hy a large network of dealers
¢ All welding equipment and cylinders repaired and tested
* Pipeline installations and medical equipment

* (Gas applications and process, which one is for you?

AIR LIQUIDE WA PTY LTD

276 Leach Highway Myaree Perth

7 (09) 330 7422
Fax: (09) 330 7095




WELL DONES - CONTINUED

1995 KIDNEY KAR RALLY
To.

The Corps of Roval Australian
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers,
in particular the Corps Committee,

May I on behalf of the Australian
Kidney Foundation (AKF) thank you for
supporting our entry in the Kidney Kar Rally
for 1996. Your sponsorship was very much
appreciated and in no small way contributed to
the National fund raising effort. May I say that
Kar 101 performed extremely well having
gained 13th outright placing out of a field of
74 starters.

Once again thank you for your sponsorship and we look
forward to your continued support in 1996.

Rob Clark
(Driver Kar 101)
POC: 9 Lawson Rd Ingleburn, 2565 PH: (02) 618 2591 (H)

P .

P.S. The following is a short burst on the rally.

8TH ANNUAL
CHARDONNAY HOMES

KIDNEY KAR RALLY
22 TO 31 AUGUST 1996
SYDNEY
TO
BROKEN HILL
VIA

AYERS ROCK

TRAVELLING VIA: West Wyalong,
Menindee, Port Augusta, Coober Pedy,
Ayers Rock, Alice Springs, Finke,
William Creek.

KAR 101

It began as a $600.00 rolling chassis, but in
twelve months was transformed into the gleaming
RAEME coloured HQ Ute “KAR 101”7, which ended

the rally 13th Outright.
’ Kar 101 is a 6 cylinder, 202 cubic inch, 4 speed, VN
Commodore disc differential, has been raised 2 and a half
inches, has an 8 foot skid protection plate underneath, trip
. computer, racing harnesses plus much more.

The car was built specifically for the 1995 Kidney Kar Rally
to raise money for research into Kidney Disease which kills
many Australians each
year. Kar 101 raised

$3000.00 dollars.

The car is crewed by
myself, a Vehicle
Mechanic, of 1 BASB
(formerly the Fighting
101 Field Workshops
“Gone but never
forgotten”) and my wife
Dianne, who acquitted
herself well as the
navigator throughout
the entire rally.

AUSTAX
INGLEBURN

WATTYL
PAINTS

crew: ROB CLARK
DIANNE ALLEN

HERD BULL BARS

ALLSPRINGS
SUSPENSIONS

A TS S AR

The Rally

On the 17th October, a field of 74 cars plus
support crews gathered at Cowra, a mid-western
town in NSW, coming as far as Sydney, Melbourne,
Brisbane and all places in between. 274 ‘restless
ralliers’ filled the town ready for registration and
scrutineering.

Daybreak on the next day saw the start of the 5000km
adventure; a leisurely drive through rich farming country towards
the vast expanse of the Hay Plains. Leisurely except for the odd
few surprises thrown in by the ‘Road Boss' Alan Lawson (nice
man...).

Recovering from the first overnight stop at Hay, the rally
headed south into Victoria, where I burnt out a clutch trying to
manoeuvre through a series of Alan’s sand traps. A quick clutch
change during lunch and before we realised we were descending
on the thriving town of Warrackenabeal, just up the road from
Dimboola, made famous by the David Williamson Play of the
same name.

The next destination was Wirrina Cove, located on the south
west tip of the Fleurieu Peninsula in South Australia, where we
stopped to prepare for the ocean voyage to Kangaroo Island.

The next leg was to Swan Reach which was about the last of
the good countryside before the wagon train headed further north
into the rugged mulga surrounding Broken Hill. It was ‘shake rattle
and one car rolled’ before we reached Tolarno Station where we
were treated to some fine country hospitality. We sat around a
camp fire and chatted into the wee hours.

We set out bright and early next morning and after a punishing
day of ‘let’s see if we can dismantle the Kar’ on some of Australia’s
notorious outback tracks, we arrived at Forbes a little worse for
wear. Arriving at Forbes meant that there was only one day left for
man and machine to be put to the test.

The final leg was an up and down dale run through mountain
country into Penrith and the finish.

Kar 101 never missed a beat throughout the rally, except for
the unfortunate clutch failure and a dirty battery terminal. Ten
days of glorious weather, sleeping under the. stars with a very
good navigator made for an excellent adventure, one that we
hope to relive in 1996. Hope you like the pics.
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f\7S s, ACCIDENTS OR
JRACE SERIOUS ILLNESS
ONLY HAPPEN TO OTHER
FAMILIES.

%@g < WANT TO BET

t3

" THOUSANDS OF
DOLLARS THAT YOUR FAMILY IS
NOT ONE OF THE “OTHERS”?

Most people think they are have AHBS Health Benefits as your
bullet proof. Nothing can hurt you  exclusive, low cost insurance for
and illness only happens to other  your family against these
families. misfortunes plus many other

Wrong. Accidents can happen  benefits.
to anyone and hospitals are full of

the young and old. Call 1800 335 425 (FREECALL), A REGISTERED
As a member of the defence or (03) 9690 5822 for details or HEALTH BENEFITS
community, you are fortunate to visit your local AHBS contact. ORGANISATION

RANGE ROVER

SAVE $55S ON ALL MAKES PARTS

The All Makes Parts Industry has a new player
MACK TRUCKS AUSTRALIA PTY LTD

We sell only GENUINE Vendor parts including, Eaton, Fuller, Hendrickson,
Rockwell, Spicer at very competitive prices. Phone or visit our branches at
Somerton or Brooklyn when pricing your next repair.

MORE GREAT NEWS FROM MACK
Did you know our Somerton facility is open for service and parts from 8am to
il 9.30pm Mon to Fri and 8am to 12 noon Saturdays, Plus 24 hour callout service.

Have your vehicle attended to when it suits you. Also enquire about FIXED
PRICE maintenance, so there are no surprises when the job is completed, plus
the added security of 100% PARTS + LABOUR for the recommended

intervals.

THIS INCLUDES ALL MAKES REPAIRS
At Mack WE aim to be the best and that means OUR customers are the
winners R

40-46 Hume Highway
Somerton Vic

Ph: (03) 305 4711
Fax: (03) 305 4801

570 Geelong Road
Brooklyn Vic
Ph: (03) 315 2157

TRUCKS Fax: (03) 315 2805

¢ Specialists for
over 40 years

¢ Wide range of new and
used models

¢ Expert service

ULR

ULR LAND ROVER
PTY LTD
LMCT 1886

1303 Malvern Road
Malvern
Vic 3144

Sales and Service
(03) 822 0211

Fax
(03) 822 7019

OVER 55 YEARS OF SPECIALIST ENGINEERING

SUPPORT TO THE AUSTRALIAN ARMY

ZN  ARMY TECHNOLOGY &

ATEA

ENGINEERING AGENCY

ATEA provides engineering advice, and design development, test and evaluation services
to the Australian Army and Defence. Our test and evaluation services are available to

Australian industry on a commercial basis.

Melbourne: 03 9319 5511 Facsimile: 03 9318 5402
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ENGINEERING THE AUSTRALIAN LIGHT
ARMOURED VEHICLE (ASLAV)

In mid 1996 the Australian Light Armoured Vehicle (ASLAV) family of vehicles will enter
service with the Australian Army. Already there are more than 40 ASLAV-25 and ASLAV-
Personnel Carriers (ASLAV-PC) being used for training, testing and demonstration in
Victoria, ACT and Darwin. With this important project milestone approaching it is time
to reflect on the RAEME engineering effort that has transformed an off the shelf design
into a outstanding family of Australian fighting vehicles.

Fighting Vehicle Project in 1989, when 15 second hand

US Marine Corps LAV were bought for evaluation by 2
Cav Regt (Recon). The evaluation established the need for many
changes to the USMC LAV-25 to suit Australian conditions.
Other operational analysis by the Project and Force
Development established the overall numbers, and variant mix.
The ASLAV Contract with Diesel Division of General Motors of
Canada (DDGM) was signed in December 1992 for the supply
of 97 vehicles in 6 variants, and has since been amended to 111
vehicles in 7 variants. There are two significant subcontractors to
DDGM, Delco Systems Operations (DSQ), who are the
manufacturer of the M242 25mm chain gun turret, and British
Aerospace Australia (BAeA). BAeA are the principal Australian
supplier, responsible for manufacture of Australian sourced
components and final assembly of the vehicles.

The ASLAV Project has been “fast tracked” since inception.
This project management technique involves forming a close
relationship between the Army and the Contractor, whereby it is
agreed at the time of contract signature that some definition of
specifications is still to occur. A method of incorporating these
changes is agreed, allowing production to commence many
months earlier than if all specifications had to be developed
before the contract was signed and work started. This has
allowed ASLAV to be produced and ready for service at least
two years sooner than a standard contracting approach.

The magnitude of the engineering effort needed to modify
the existing LAV-25 design to Australian needs was recognised
by the number of RAEME personnel forming the ASLAV Project
Team Systems Engineering (SE) staff. ASLAV SE personnel have
had the task of translating the Australian operational
requirements into workable design specifications for the

The ASLAV Project began as the Wheeled Armoured

S ....."eh.‘m. j - > ot 3
The ASLAV-25 undergoing First Production Vehicle Inspection swim
speed tests in the Murray River near Adelaide.

contractor. They have also been intimately involved in all aspects
of production and review, and have incorporated many
improvements into the DDGM program.

In the Project Office in Canberra there are three SE
positions, currently filled by Major Doug Gillott, Systems
Engineer, Ex-WO1 Mick Terry, TO4 ASLAV and Ex-WO1 Ivan
Vrankovic, TO4 Trials. In the Project Liaison Office in the
DDGM factory in Canada there are three further positions,
Major lan Jarrett, Resident Project Liaison Officer - Systems

e

The ASLAV-25 ready for service. The ALAV—Z:‘ lead vehicle in
a family of 7 variants.

Engineering, WO1 Dean Martin, Resident Artificer, and Mr
Peter Wright, QA Representative. Many further RAEME
personnel have been involved with the Project through the
extended matrix of advisers, notably Major Glenn “Deadly” Ernst
and WO1 Chad Fletcher from MEA.

The engineering challenge in ASLAV has been to
economically specify the vehicle design features needed to meet
the ASLAV variant missions. There are seven ASLAV variants.

The ASLAV-25 (Qty 47) is the reconnaissance variant
designed to effectively fight for information. It is equipped with
the DSO turret mounting a McDonnell Douglas 25mm
Bushmaster chain gun. (The term “chain gun” derives from the
method of driving the bolt assembly with a chain mechanism). It
can fire up to 200 rounds per minute of Multi Purpose High
Explosive or Armour Piercing ammunition.

The ASLAV-PC (Qty 33) carries the Assault Section. It is
equipped with a 12.7mm machine gun, and all the equipment
necessary for the nine man crew.

The ASLAV-Command (Qty 9) is equipped to provide HQ at
various levels in 2 Cav Regt with the communications and
facilities needed to command the battlefield.

The ASLAV-Ambulance (Qty 2) is able to evacuate three lying
or six sitting casualties whilst providing oxygen and suction
facilities. It is also capable of carrying the newly developed
Mobile Intensive care Resuscitation Facility (MIRF).

The ASLAV-Surveillance (Qty 10) vehicle is equipped to
provide the Surveillance troop similar mobility to the remainder
of 2 Cav Regt. Until a new surveillance suite is developed it will
utilise the RASIT B ground surveillance radar.

The ASLAV-Fitters and ASLAV-Recovery (Qty 10 combined)
are equipped with either a Hiab crane, or Rotzler capstan winch,
depending on which role the vehicle is fitted for. Spare winch
and crane kits are available to meet the variable needs of
training, stock and operations. The ASLAV-F and ASLAV-R
have MAG-58 7.62mm MG for protection of the three man
crew.

As with all projects, ASLAV has been constrained by the
availability of money. To reduce the number of vehicles needed it
was decided to have only three baseline types of ASLAV, and to
create seven variants through the installation of special purpose
kits. These kits have come to be known as Mission Role
Installation Kits (MRIK). They can be installed in the baseline
vehicle hull at unit level to create or change variants. This
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ASTA Defence specialises in the
design, manufacture and maintenance
of military and defence related
aerospace equipment. Extensive
logistic support is provided to
customers both within Australia and
internationally.

ASTA Defence has the expertise to
undertake a wide range of aircraft
services in five major areas including:
modification; maintenance; systems

ASTA Defence .

.. through life support

engineering; logistics support; and
component repair and manufacture.
Major projects have been undertaken
on the F/A-18, the Jindivik, the Black-
Hawk and Squirrel helicopters, and
ASTA Defence  supports  the
worldwide fleet of Nomad aircraft.
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team, led by E-Systems, selected to
upgrade the RAAFP-3C Orion
Aircraft.
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Avalon Airport,
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ENGINEERING THE (ASLAV)

_ = CONTINUED

concept has the advantage that fewer spare vehicles are needed
in repair pools and operational stock because the user has
flexibility to change MRIK between vehicles. However there is a
cost. The engineering complexity of the baseline vehicles and
kits increases significantly, as does the weight. Originally there
were only to be two baseline types, Type I for the ASLAV-25,
and Type Il for the ASLAV-PC, -C,-A, -S and a combined
ASLAV-F/R. However early design concepts for the ASLAV-
F/R showed that the weight of the hull structure needed to
support a crane, winch and ASLAV-S surveillance mast was too
great a penalty to impose on all Type II vehicles. To solve this
problem a unique RAEME Type Ill vehicle was created to be the

" baseline for the ASLAV-F and ASLAV-R.

The design and manufacture of the ASLAV has been under
way for about three years now since contract signature. This
time has been spent in a series of design and production
activities.

An idea of the different production times can be obtained by
comparing the production time of the ASLAV Type I EAU, PPU
and the 33rd vehicle. The EAU was 60 weeks in production.
The PPU took 36 weeks, and ARN 16033 took just 16 weeks!

Obtaining a “tick in the box” at CDR is by no means the last
hurdle for an ASLAV vehicle. As the EAU is completed it
becomes subject to First Production Vehicle Inspection (FPVI).
This is a series of tests aimed at determining if the product
meets the contract design specifications. The FPVI is exhaustive,
testing many aspects of performance and stowage.

Some problems have been encountered during the design
and production processes. In one notable incident the ASLAV-
25 failed to reach the contracted swim speed at FPVI. This
was a very serious concern to the contractor, who had not
produced an amphibious LAV-25 since the USMC vehicles.
The impact of successive improvements to the vehicle had not
been fully appreciated by DDGM. In order for a vehicle to
swim the centre of gravity must be in the correct position for it
to float level in the water. The ASLAV changes, especially
larger, more buoyant tyres, thicker armour and ‘climate
control' ‘moved the C of G forward leading to a nose heawy
vehicle. This in turn meant

The original design for the
worldwide LAV fleet was
produced by a Swiss
company, MOWAG. The
design was licensed to DDGM
to manufacture the USMC
LAV-25 in the early 1980’s.
Later on the Canadian Army
paid for the development of a
PC design that is known as
Bison. The concept for
ASLAV was to use the LAV-
25 as the start point for
ASLAV-25, and Bison for the
ASLAV Type Il and III.

The next stage after design
selection was the incor-
poration of the Australian
features into the design
concept. This was first done
using CAD to establish space
and weight claims in and on
the basic design. These CAD
layout drawings were then
reviewed at Concept Reviews
by the ASLAV systems
engineers and user representatives such as 2 Cav Regt, Surgeon
General ADF and MEA. When acceptable the design progresses
to mockup stage. Full scale wooden mockups were made of the
interior and exterior of the ASLAV Type II. The usefulness of
mockups in locating problems led the Project Office to direct
DDGM to construct a full scale steel mockup for the Type III. This
was used very successfully for both ASLAV-F and ASLAV-R
design.

At about the time that mockup was completed the designs
were subjected to Preliminary Design Review. Again the review
would be attended by the ASLAV SE staff, and user

, representatives as needed. Once another generation of design

bugs had been annihilated on paper the designers were able to
move on to the final design. This was subjected to Critical
Design review, after which the engineering drawings would be
released to production.

Production of real vehicles began with an Engineering Audit
Unit (EAU) for each type. The EAU is a one off, almost hand
built vehicle that proves the design. Here the final design
problems are discovered and changes are made. The
engineering drawings are updated by Engineering Change
Orders (ECO) and production procurements commence.

The EAU is followed down the production line by the Pre
Production Unit (PPU). The main function of the PPU is to
prove the production processes that will be used for full scale
production. However the PPU schedule has programmed breaks
off the line in case problems are discovered that would have
disrupted genuine production.

ASLAV Systérﬁs }Engm.eer Major Doug él ott d.i.s;usses vehicle
design with DDGM engineer Keith Summers.

! that the ASLAV-25 trim vane
| was too short to stay above
the water line at full engine
power. Several design sol-
utions were tried, and
eventually a two piece longer
trim vane was successfully
selected. For commonality
this trim vane has been used
for all ASLAV types, but in
Type Il and Type III it is
adjusted to a shorter position
for driver visibility.

Incidents such as the
ASLAV-25 swim speed
demonstrate that engineering
is a compromise. No perfect
solution exists, the success of a
product is in finding the
proper balance between
performance, cost, safety and
schedule amongst other
factors.

Following successful FPVI
the first vehicle is formally
accepted on behalf of the
Army by the Project Director. This vehicle then becomes the QA
sealed sample against which all future deliveries are measured.
Other ASLAVs are undergoing further testing by Trials to
demonstrate that the capability of the vehicle does meet the
original requirements set by Force Development on behalf of the
user. This testing, known as Commonwealth Capability
Demonstration (CCD) will also gather information on Army
specific needs such as transportability trials and weapon system
certification.

ASLAV production, training, testing and support activities
are still on track for introduction into service in July 1996.
Ironically this highpoint of the Project also means that the
close knit RAEME Project Team staff begin to disperse. The
Resident Project Liaison Office in Canada closes in December
1995. Major lan Jarrett returns to Materiel Division in
Canberra to await promotion, and WO1 Dean Martin is posted
to MEA to pass on three years of ASLAV specialist knowledge.
For the time being the Canberra SE staff remain in place to
provide continuity during introduction into service and to deal
with the ASLAV-S and ASLAV-PC Commanders Weapon
Station development (that’s the next chapter in the ASLAV
story).

Engineering the ASLAV has been an intense, exhausting, but
ultimately rewarding experience for all of us involved. Rarely do
RAEME engineers have the opportunity to fully exercise their
professional skills, but ASLAV has been a valuable exception. All
of us appreciate the opportunity we have had to develop the
newest addition to the ADF.
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A Great War Odyssey

by LT Perry Beor

ahead, 1 couldn’t resist having a chuckle about the
mileage this trip had already gotten me:

“Beor, why aren't you going to the Mess Quiz Night?”

“I'm on holidays PMC.”

“That's no excuse, where are you going?”

“The Somme Sir.”

Even more fun was the ADJT:

. “Beor, all the BASB Officers are supposed to be at ANZAC
Day. What's your excuse?”

“T'll be at Gallipoli.”

“Oh...er..., that's all right then.”

The next three weeks of the Australian War Memorial’s
Gallipoli and Western Front Battlefields Tour should be very
interesting.

We all met up in Singapore, at Changi, which I felt was in
somewhat poor taste. The Victorians were last of course. A
quick visit to the duty free and then off to exotic Istanbul,
Constantinople to the more romantic and Byzantium to the
really arcane. The hotel was superb, *****, gees the AWM really
know how to look after you.

Of course they put me up with the only other RAEME type on
the trip, probably reasoning that we would want to discuss the
merits of Stanley over Sidchrome while lesser mortals merely
discussed Bosnia or went to bed. Sid Thurgar, motor trimmer and
militaria collector extraordinaire of 2 Base Workshop, who, when
reminded that 2 Base had been off the ORBAT for more years than
most of us had been in the Corps, acridly remarked that it is better
than working for an establishment whose initials stood for “Don’t
kNow S@ #, Don't Care”. Sid was on this trip courtesy of a compo
payout for industrial deafness - gees I didn't know that the reputation
of my snoring had
reached that far -
Boof Biddle, have
you been talking?

Our first couple
of days were used
for settling in and
checking out the
sights. Ah, the City
of Constantine, the
Great Theodicean
Walls, unbreached
for a thousand years,
the Grand Bazaar,
the Blue Mosque,
cruising the Bos-
phorous, Topkapi
Palace and finally
Hagia Sophia, once
the greatest church
_in Christendom and

still almost as big as
the MCG under
cover, which ,when first entered by the Emperor Justinian in 532
caused him to exclaim, “Oh Solomon I have surpassed you”.

We even got a bit of excitement when a car bomb went off
nearby, of course being Aussies we immediately piled into our
busses for a dekko at the damage. Our paths also crossed those
of the other Australian groups doing similar things, such as two
RSL mobs and in particular the Gallipoli Pilgrims tour with the
Minister, Con Sciacca and Wilson Tuckey.

Then it was off to Gallipoli, with Sid recovering from my
snoring and a visit to some Belly Dancers the night before. We
crossed the Narrows at Canakkale and after booking in to the
best pub in town with time to spare, set off for an unscheduled
side trip to Troy. What a bonus, Hector, Achilles, Odysseus,
Agamemnon and now Perry!

As I sat there preparing for takeoff, thinking what lay

Anzac Cove

Seriously, the vast age of this land then really started to get to
us. Here we were in 1915, a nation barely 14 years old sailing
the same wine dark seas as those famous heroes of antiquity and
in very nearly the same place, with our fallen earning the such
glory that those heroes of 3200 years ago, in whatever warrior
heaven they reside, would have greeted the arrival of equals.

After a few tinnies on the hotel balcony overlooking the
Narrows that night, we set off the next day to Anzac Cove, first
lobbing at Ari Burnu, at the north end, then marching down,
(ves, it somehow doesn't feel right not to when you're there), the
cove to the Beach Cemetery. There we payed homage to 202
Pte J. Simpson AAMC, amongst others, who is buried there. It's
a funny thing but because the beach is composed of very small
pebbles, your boots make the same noise being lifted up as
placed down. It almost sounds as if someone is marching with
you, but then again, perhaps they are.

From there we went for a diddlybop up Shrapnel Gully to
Monash Valley. A big bushfire had just gone through the area a
few months before and all the ground cover had disappeared,
exposing the trenches for the first time in 80 years. It was an
eerie feeling going down those lines looking up to the final
positions and really getting a feel for the steepness and lack of
cover over the whole position. No matter what photos you've
seen or maps you've examined, once you're there you look at
the ground and feel s o humbled and inadequate compared to
those first diggers. '

That afternoon we managed to get down to Cape Helles and
examined the V and W beaches, where the Poms landed. Their
landings made ours look like a sideshow in terms of casualties, they
were really smack bang in a killing ground, with one aviator reported
seeing a crescent of red in the sea a kilometre wide surrounding

them.
‘ The conversa-
tion at dinner that
night was some-
what subdued with
most of us at one
with  his own
thoughts. Prof Mike
hit the nail on the
head when he
observed that Gal-
lipoli is not so much
a battlefield as a
National Shrine.

One of the
trip's high points
was the next day. It
started with a hike
up the supply road
to Pluggs Plateau.
A few of the more
daring then
scrambled over the
knife edge to Russell's Top - our reasoning being that if our
number was up and we fell to our deaths, what better place to do
it. From Russell's we walked along the trenches to the Nek. While
those of us in WA may heartily despise 10 Light Horse, standing
there in a graveyard the size of a tennis court with 234 bodies
and only 3 headstones, just 5 y ards from our own lines and the
same from the Turks, you have to give them the credit they
earned that day.

The rest of the afternoon only reinforced this mood .Lone
Pine, Johnston’s Jolly, Quinns Post, Steel’s, - names like these
stir the heart of any Australian soldier. Not to forget the Kiwis,
the last visit of the day was to Chunuk Bair.

That night we gate crashed the cocktail party Minister Con
had organised for the Pilgrims, with just about ever other
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A GREAT WAR ODYSSEY -~ CONTINUED

Australian in the place, (apart from those really getting stuck in
to it at the Anzac House Hotel).

A 0300 wakeup and as the 80th anniversary of Anzac Day
dawned we found ourselves at Ari Birnu - with about 6000 other
Australians and New Zealanders. As you know, Bill was late - we
got the inside story and let’s say the fault lay with those people
who used Mausers in 1915. Of course Aussie wit will always
arise in these situations and as the official party walked up to the
podium, with the GG looking like an ASM who has found
someone using his best set of posidrives as centre punches, one
wag velled out, “you land on the wrong beach Bill?” That was
probably the first smile the GG cracked that day.

Following the dawn service, we all scrambled for our busses and
then waited an hour for the traffic jam to sort itself out. Of course
being RAEME, | was the only person there
who remembered to bring the Bundy for
the gunfire brekkie. Many a thirsty
Australian, from Backpacker Yobbo to
Bemedalled Vet thanked me that morning.
One bloke even remarked that the last time
he'd tasted Bundy was in 1942 when he
got his second hook and wrote himself off
on it for a couple of days. After all what
would a dawn service be without the rum?

The international service followed at
Cape Helles and representatives of all the
forces there in 1915 took part in the parade
- Kiwis, Poms, Canadians, Pakistanis,
Indians, French and Turks. It was quite a
spectacle and showed that the brotherhood
of soldiers often transcends the fact that
they may just have been on different sides.

Last thing that afternoon was the
Australian ceremony at Lone Pine - a lot
more low key but all the same very moving,
even lron Bar Tuckey was subdued. As the Last Post was played and
the Australian flag drawn down, 1 chanced a glance out onto the
battlefield, where the only living things [ could see was masses of red
poppies waving in the breeze. The more romantic would say that
each one has grown where a soldier once fell, but I'm not that
romantic, though some grit at that point really got my eyes watering.

A long sleepy drive back to Istanbul with a dinner in the Old
City, then the next morning off to Paris. What ever you may
think of their current antics, the food and grog on Air France
was exceptional , as was the service when we lobbed at the Paris
Hilton. Sid and 1 felt rather chuffed lying back in our room, a
quiety in hand and the Eiffel Tower in uninterrupted view 200m
away, but then again with the rooms going for $500 US a night
you would want a nice view!

A couple of days in Paris to make like a tourist, resisting the
urge to have a piggy back race under the Arc de Triomph,
searching in vain for a mention of Waterloo amongst the battles
of Napoleon inscribed there, (or any other ones Wellington won
during the Peninsula War), and then it was off to the Somme.
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Aah’an National Memoria, Vifr, Bretonneaux

Our first stop was the Adelaide Cemetery, just outside of
Villers Bretonneaux, to look at the grave from which the
unknown soldier was returned home after 75 years. This was
also our first taste of the care and devotion with which the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission looks after our fallen
in France - you'd spend a fortune to have a garden like that at
home and here the money is a lot better spent.

The rest of the day was spent participating in the French
celebration of Anzac Day. Ceremonies were held at the
Australian National Memorial, in Villers Bretonneaux itself, at
Bullecourt and Hendecourt. Heaps of dignitaries including the
DCGS! By the end of the day the throat was mightily parched
from singing the Marseillaise and Advance Australia Fair. Luckily
at this point we had our first experience of French hospitality.
This mob really know how to put on a good spread!

Their government may have a short memory but the people
out there have never got over the fact that a nation of barely 4
million, half a world away, sent the flower of its youth to defend

-

G oneieeruice

their country during its hour of need, and they make sure the
memory is passed down. The kids at Bullecourt made up
numbers of little wooden crosses, each one bearing a red poppy
and the colour patch of an AIF Battalion which fought there,
and planted them at the memorial during the service - a small
gesture but one that brought more lumps to the throat than the
huge wreaths presented by the “Brass”.

The next day was the start of the tour proper which the
AWM had organised in rough chronological order. Today it was
the Somme, 1916. We kicked off at Albert, (of the Hanging
Madonna fame) and then traversed that area which witnessed so
much misery - the La Boiselle crater, Theipval, Delville Wood,
Mouquet Farm, and finally Pozieres.

It was rather eerie looking over the green fields and trying to
imagine what it would have been like in 1916 - Theipval, the
British memorial alone has 73,357 names of the “missing” and

Delville Wood has the same associations for the South Africans as

Pozieres has for us.

The famous Pozieres Windmiill itself is now only a small grassy
mound of debris with two flag poles - one
French, one Australian and the inscription -
“The ruin of the Pozieres Windmill which
lies here was the centre of the struggle in
this part of the Somme Battlefield in July
and August 1916. It was captured on
August 4th by Australian troops who fell
more thickly on this ridge than on any other
battlefield of the War.

The amount of debris which gets
ploughed up in the area is still amazing,
even when you remember that on average
4 shells hit every square metre of ground in
the area and the majority didn’t go off -
recently the French decided to put in a new
railway line across the battlefield and had to
delouse the ground under it - they removed
4000 tonnes (yes, tonnes), of live shells!
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A GREAT WAR ODYSSEY - CONTINUED

When we had lunch in Pozieres at a delightful local cafe we
discovered that one of the main pass times of the citizens of the
area seems to be collecting and displaying this battle debris -
there were more shells on display in that cafe than [ saw at 7 FD
BTY’s last shoot! After our look at the 1 Div memorial and
remains of the Gibraltar blockhouse nearby we also got our own
chance to fossick at Mouquet Farm.

It is hard to describe the sheer variety of the litter of war which
the plough brings to the surface - shrapnel balls of every description,
projectiles, barbed wire, cartridges, shells, bones and more. While
walking around Mouquet Farm muyself, I noticed a lump a bit of

. exposed metal. Just before I went to drop punt it down to the road |
espyed the grooves in the casing - closer examination revealed it to
be a Mills Bomb, 80 years old and the pin still in! I may be an officer
but I'm not entirely stupid and there and then decided my footy
practice would be best delayed until after I left France.

The morrow dealt with the Somme Winter and entry into
Bapaume. Gueudecourt, Le Sars, Butte de Warlencourt, and
Bapaume were visited and we finished in Amiens - the cathedral
there is one of the finest Gothic creations in Europe and
hanging from one of the main pillars is a plaque dedicated to the
AIF - like I said these people don’t forget.

The 1917 campaigns around the Hindenberg Line were our
next area to study, with most of the day spent around Bullecourt.
Mornoes was had with the Mayor of Bullecourt who (surprisingly)
had quite an extensive display of artefacts to show off in his garage.
Lunch was courtesy of the Mayor of Hendecourt - 6 courses with
all the trimmings - that BFA pass is looking increasingly unrealistic.
Unfortunately the wine got the better of me and, being a Tuesday
night at home I rang the Boss for a natter. Ah well, the extras were
worth it.

1918, the German Spring Offensive and the time when all
that stood between the Germans and Paris and Victory were the
5 divisions of the AIF at Villers Bretonneaux. We held off a
multidivisional attack on April 4 and finally halted the German
advance on April 25 - the third anniversary of the landings at
Anzac. This is where the famous school stands - built from
money raised by Victorian schoolchildren after the war and in
each room is a plaque saying “Noublions Jamais Australie” - Do
Not Forget Australia, and neither did the Mayor with a few more
drinks in the Town Hall.

The 3 Div memorial is nearby, as is the site of the Battle of
Hamel, the turning point, where Monash newly made Corps
Commander, put the AIF on the offensive. This is also the site of
the last surviving Australian trenches of the Great War and also
near where the Red Baron fell - victim of a sharp eyed
Australian Lewis-gunner.

Finally the Advance to Victory - Peronne, Mont St Quentin,
(where 2 Div did their stuff and where their memorial still
stands), and Bellenglise, 4 Div's last battle and the site of their

, memorial. It was nearby on October 5, 1918 that the AIF fought
it's last battle of the war - over 100km east of Amiens and the
furthest penetration into the German positions - Montbrehain.

There we said goodbye to France and via Armetieres, (yes,
the local talent did live up to expectation) and Vimy Ridge,
(where the Canadians made their great assault on 9 April 1917
and the site of their National Memorial - probably the most
impressive of all those on the Western Front), travelled to
Belgian Flanders and Iper - better known as Ypres.

The Ypres salient and the mud of Flanders is probably the
most common image of the Great War - with the battles such as
Tyne Cot, Zonnebeck, Fromelles, Polygon Wood, (where 5 Div
have their memorial) and finally that site synonymous with the
misery of the trenches - Passchendalele. The extent of the
carnage here is astounding - within 5 km of the centre of Ypres
there are 160 British Cemeteries alone! One German Cemetery
had over 46,000 graves - 25,000 of them in a mass grave the
size of half a tennis court. It is interesting to note that the
Germans are not permitted to have white headstones in their
cemeteries - they have to be black. Also any Jew who won an
Iron Cross was supposedly left alone during the Holocaust.
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Orne of the things Ypres is famous for is the Menin Gate - it
was via this gate in the town battlements that all the troops
moved forward to the front. After the war when the town was
being rebuilt, the British constructed a large ceremonial gate
which bears the inscription “To the Armies of the British Empire
who stood here from 1914 to 1918 and to those of their dead
who have no known grave.

There are 55,000 names on this gate - soldiers from
Australia, New Zealand, Scotland, England Ireland, Wales, India,
South Africa, Canada, etc, all in order of rank and battalion.
Every night at 2000, since the completion of the Gate on
Remembrance Day 1929, the Last Post has been sounded.
Standing there with the names of the flower of the
Commonwealth’s youth inscribed around you, hearing the shrill
notes echoing off the marble tablets, is an eerie experience, (that
bloody grit in the eye again). Lest We Forget takes on a meaning
more poignant than ever before. Truly we will remember them.

Most messes have a copy hanging of the painting of “The
Menin Gate at Midnight” with the ghostly armies issuing forth
across the battlefields - Call me silly but there was no way I was
going to go there at midnight! We also went to the dressing
station where John Mc Crae wrote the poem. “Flanders Fields”
which really sums up this part of the Western Front.

The next day and our last, was VE Day. A early morning
drive to Calais, board the ferry and it was off to England - with
the inevitable recording of Vera Lynn when we got close to
Dover. We went straight up to Duxford, the Imperial War
Museum Airfield where the AWM did a deal with the IWM and
got us front row seats for the VE Flypast - Lancasters, B17’s,
Cats, Hurricanes, Spitfires, Kitty Hawks, Mustangs, Blenheims -
the blokes at Oakey would drool over this stuff and it was all
flying! One interesting bit was the Me 109G which was cranked
up next to us - the Germans (complete with Teutonic Black
Oweralls), preparing it didn't look a bit happy - funny that.

Our last night on the trip was spent in a hotel overlooking
Marble Arch and Hyde Park. The VE day celebrations were in
full swing and the Park was packed. Sid and I both felt decidedly
non republican when we sat next to the window, quietly in hand,
looking at dozens of searchlights once again piercing the night
sky over London and hearing Vera Lynn for one last time
singing live to huge crowd, “We’ll Meet Again”.

Overall the trip was one of the best I've ever been on and 1
would recommend it unreservedly to anyone with an interest in
Australian military history. Of what we saw I'll make only one
observation. The AIF and indeed the Army still today was built
on mateship. If your number comes up what better fate is it for a
soldier to spend eternity lying peacefully amongst his mates?

November, 1995 RAEME CRAFTSMAN 19



UNITED NATIONS
Assistance Mission for Rwanda

NATIONS UNIES
Mission pour I'Assistance au Rwanda

Letter from...A RAEME State Officer in Rwanda

Africa. I have been fortunate to have spent the past six

months serving as the Staff Officer Grade Two
Maintenance on the Headquarters of the United Nations
Assistance Mission for Rwanda (UNAMIR) and after a posting
such as this it would be remiss of me not to pass on a few of the
experiences that | have had during my time here.

Where do [ begin? I guess the best place is to tell you a bit
about Rwanda itself. Rwanda is located right in the middle of
central Africa and is bordered by Zaire to the West, Uganda to
the North, Tanzania to the East and Burundi to the South.
Despite being almost on the equator, the altitude keeps the
temperature and humidity to comfortable levels. In fact after three
weeks pre-deployment training in Townsville in February, the
climate when we arrived was great. Mid to high 20’s during the
day and mid ‘teens’ at night. During the dry season there is little
wind and because of the number of open cooking fires, the air is
very smoky and dusty which can be a bit irritating and creates a
haze over the whole country. During the wet season we receive
heawy rain on most days but this is fairly unpredictable, unlike the
monsoonal rain of equatorial Asia. This is great to keep the dust
down but makes some roads impassable, making resupply to
isolated UN detachments difficult.

The land itself is very green and lush, and the entire country very
hilly. In fact they call it the land of a thousand hills. It is also very

Greetings from sunny Rwanda deep in the heart of Central

Letter of Assist with a government. This is not only a long process
to arrange, but management can be difficult. Where a contingent
owns its own equipment, for example the Australians or Canadians,
this is fairly straight forward as parts are arranged between the
contingent and their own Logistic system, although there are still
problems determining what has been sent, what has been received
and getting the parts through customs in Nairobi. Where a
contingent is provided with UN owned or leased equipment
provided by a third country however, this poses a real challenge.
Imagine Holland donating German wvehicles, without any repair or
repair parts manuals, which are then allocated to the Zambian
Battalion. Also the vehicles that a country will donate are often very,
old and out of manufacture. For example the British donated
Bedford trucks that are 15-20 years old and the Mali contingent had
(I wrote them all off) petrol Unimogs provided by Belgium that look
like something out of WWZ2 but actually date back to 1971.

This all makes for a lot of challenges and a great experience.
Not only working within a new system, but I find that procedures
that we take for granted don't exist over here. Everything I put
out, and every return we request, we usually draft in French as
well as English otherwise we won't receive a timely response from
the French speaking contingents. QOur problems at home, and our
bureaucracy will seem easy after this. I think that our bureaucracy
has a long way to go if it wants to emulate a real bureaucracy! In
fact we have a theory that the reason that Australia sends troops
to work with the UN is so that they will never complain about the

cultivated with every spare scrap of land covered in banana trees or
crops. Most of the , o
people live in the
country in mud huts
grouped into small
hamlets, in what is
really a very primi-
tive existence. Al-
most like Europe
during the middle
ages in many ways.
The towns, including
Kigali the capital,
have a mix of
relatively modern
brick houses which
are mainly occupied
by Europeans, UN
workers and the
upper Rwandan clas-
ses and mud huts or
little shanties where
the rest of the local population live.

Life as a Maintenance staff officer on an international
headquarters such as UNAMIR is full of frustration as well as much
satisfaction. The position is a mix between an SO3 EME on a
Brigade HQ and a staff officer on the old CDEME staff, with
elements of positions in Log Comd thrown in because of the
requirement to establish repair and Class IX supply contracts and
the higher level nature of the work. We are also integrating the
civilian maintenance and fleet management functions with the
military which is a challenge because of some of the personalities
involved. The range of nationalities, languages and abilities makes
life very interesting. In addition, the military have no financial
delegations at all and all procurement is carried out through UN
civilians which really slows things down. For example, we lack the
ability to buy high usage or inexpensive locally available items
through a DUP style delegation. Instead, a simple procurement for
batteries or tyres can take weeks through the procurement system
which requires three quotes for everything. Very frustrating!

In addition we have the problem of repair parts that are not
commercially available because they are specialist military parts or
because of the quantities involved. These are procured through a
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A fairly basic lifestyle for the inhabitants of the camps in Rwanda.

Australian system
again. Seriously
though, it is
fascinating seeing
the different styles
and approaches of
people from differ-
ent nationalities. As
with any bureau-
cracy, the differ-
ence in work stan-
dards between indi-
viduals is also quite
apparent and is not
really dependant
upon nationality. In
fact one of the
more humbling as-
pects is our lack of
languageability.

Many of the people

we work with, especially the Africans and Europeans, often speak

three of four languages while most Australians do not even have a

second language, and according to some people here a lot of us

even have difficulty speaking understandable English. There are a

lot of ex British, US, Canadian and Australian military which often -

helps as they understand the structure of a military force. In fact

Eric Ball (ex RAAOC Major), Kel Gleeson (Ex RACT Major) and

Jan MacMillan (Ex RACT Captain) send their regards to their

RAEME colleagues.

The UN system, renowned for its slowness, is neatly summed
up by a joke about the UN bureaucracy told frequently by my
boss, the Chief of Staff (Support) who is a British Colonel.

e A UN Snail, with its blue shell and a UN Tortoise with its blue
shell, were walking along (or whatever it is that snails do),
when they had an accident and collided. When the Military
Police were investigating the accident and asked them what
had happened they responded that they didn't know, it had
all happened so fast.

It is very frustrating, especially when real troops are without
real supplies and are trying to do a real job. Still we keep
plugging away.




A LETTER FROM RWANDA - CONTINUED

One of the things we do here fairly frequently is conduct staff
visits to the various contingents. The Ethiopian Battalion, Ghanan
Battalion, Indian Battalion, Nigerian Battalion, Senegalese
Battalion, Tunisian Battalion, Zambian Battalion, Malawi
Company and Mali Company. There is also an Indian engineers
company, an Indian signals company, a Canadian second line
logistic group and of course the Australian hospital. All located
throughout the country. It is very interesting flying or driving
through the country and these visits allow us to tour facilities,
introduce the headquarters logistic staff, meet contingent logistic
staff, discuss problems and experience the different cultures.

The Ethiopians have Russian and East German equipment
» which was very interesting to see and made me ponder the

incongruity of an Australian officer and a Canadian Warrant
Officer, in the middle of central Africa, discussing the
maintenance problems of Russian APCs and East German trucks
with Ethiopian officers. Very weird. The Zambian Battalion is
very professional and very much organised along British line.
They are the troops responsible for the sector in which the
Displaced People’s camps were located and had a pretty rough
time of it during the forced closure of the camps. They have
been provided with DAF trucks by the Netherlands and have
obsolete German field kitchens that look like they have seen
service in every campaign since the Russian front. At the
Senegalese Battalion and Mali Company | was greeted with
much interest from the troops because Barry is both a
Senegalese and a Mali name. Apparently it used to be a French
name, Du Barry, and the Francophone countries adopted it as a
common name during the colonial era.

The difference between the various contingents is quite
pronounced. The Indians (Ghurkas) and Zambians are very
professional and popular amongst the staff. By comparison some
contingents tend to live fairly roughly by our standards. Another
advantage of staff visits is the opportunity to sample the food and
culture of the different nationalities. The Indians are the most
popular for visits because of the standard of food and hospitality
but all of the units, even those with pretty poor kitchen facilities
provide us with interesting and tasty meals. Peacekeeping is hell!
Seriously though, these trips are invaluable as it allows us to see
what conditions they are living and working in. How they store
their equipment, what workshop facilities they have, what
equipment they have and what problems they have got. We also
meet the people we deal with by letter, and they meet us, so that
they know the points of contact. the systems, procedures, and
limitations. This makes it easier for them to understand delays
and realities about procurement of stores. Staff visits is something
we do too little of back in Australia and really are quite essential.

While the Australians provided the hospital for UNAMIR, the
Canadians provided the second line logistic unit. They are
structured similar to a BASB but because of manpower limitations
have only 85 military personnel down to the rank of Master CPL
(CPL) and CPL (LCPL). The ‘workers’ of the unit, the drivers,

* mechanics and storemen are provided by a US contractor using a
mix of expatriate and local labour. This proved to work quite well
and is a useful, and far cheaper, alternative to providing a full
BASB. This is certainly an area that Australia could look at for
future missions. Obviously we would have difficulty providing a full
BASB as this would leave a Brigade short of second line support,
but we could find 80-100 loggies from around the country to
provide the hierarchy of a composite logistic unit and use a UN
provided contractor to flesh out the meaty end of the unit. The
UN seems to support his type of unit because it is cheaper than
using a fully military unit, but far more flexible and responsible
than if they were to just use a civilian contractor.

Well that's about it. There have been so many experiences
that it is difficult to put them all down on paper but I hope that
this has provided you with some insight into my time over here.
If you get the opportunity to work with the UN, take it, it really
is quite challenging and rewarding.

Major Mike Barry, SO Maintenance, HQ UNAMIR,
Kigali, Rwanda
August 1995
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My View of
Australia

by CW3 Gary A. Helson, US Army Exchange Officer
5th Aviation Regiment Workshops

For the last 22 months, it has been my privilege to serve as the EMEOPS Officer for 5
Avn Regt Wksp at RAAF Base Garbutt, Townsville. This is a new exchange between the
U.S. Army and the RAEME Corps.

uring my tenure [ have developed
Da healthy respect for the men and
women of the Regiment and the
Australian Defence force as a whole, and
I would like to take this opportunity to

share some of my observations.

First and foremost, training levels of
RAEME personnel involved with
Aviation Maintenance are impressive.
The commitment to training is truly
noteworthy. Whereas American
tradesmen are given three to four
months of training before being posted
to an operational unit, Australian
personnel undergo considerably more
training and can be easily integrated
within the unit. There is really no
comparison between the levels of

US Army Officer CW3 Gary
Helson arrived on exchange to 5
Aviation Regiment Workshop in

November 1993 and remained
with the unit until August 1995,

Whilst at 5 Aviation he was
employed as the EME Operations
Officer where his knowledge and

experience in Black Hawk

maintenance and flight test pilots
procedures could best be espoused

and exploited. As a result of his
efforts, the lasting contribution to
5 Aviation Regiment’s operational
effectiveness and enhancement of

the Australian Army’s airmobile

capability he was awarded a

CGS commendation.

from the Australian and the U.S. Armies.
That in itself is impressive, however, the
additional commitment to training in type
courses and specialist training both in
and out of the unit is also noteworthy.
Australian soldiers are truly qualified to
perform the work they are trained for.

The documentation of training is
another area which is superior. In
particular with the system of
documentation for aircraft RAEME trades,
tradesmen are not left to wonder about
which tasks they are qualified to perform.

Administration within the Workshop in
the areas of Tool Control, Publications
management, and Life Support
Equipment are other areas which are
extremely well managed and controlled.

expertise of newly trained tradesmen

—
T ————

CW3 Gary Helson receiving his CGS Commendation.

Having had the opportunity to visit
some other units, it is clear that 5 Avn Regt is not unique in
these areas and a commitment to maintaining high standards is
the norm across the Defence Force.

As my tour ends my family and I will leave Australia with fond
memories and will unfortunately be leaving some good friends
behind. I am grateful for the reception and acceptance I have
received from members of the RAEME Corps. The RAEME
Corps is a professional organisation and is dedicated to
providing support for the ADF and | commend you for your
efforts.

On the lighter side, believe it or not there is a language
barrier. As GEN. Patton said of the English and Americans, “We
are a common people, separated by a common language.” One
of my biggest fears now will be to go home and not be
understood by my countrymen having picked up some of the
Aussie slang. It is also worth noting the use of acronyms within
the defence establishment. It must be a universal truth that each
service tries to invent their own language to wreak havoc and
sow confusion amongst friends and foes alike.

Australia is a beautiful country with many things to see and
do and it has been a pleasure serving here. I need to take a
quick moment to personally thank some people: Specifically
WO1 K. Kemp, Wksp ASM, W02 T. Purvis, currently ASM B
Sqn Tech Support Troop. Your support and guidance has both
kept me out of trouble during my stay with the Regiment and
has ensured all of the success of my exchange.

Finally a special thanks to Major T. Reynolds, Major J.
Phasey and LTCOL D. Dowling. Your guidance and trust over
the past two years has been tremendous.

Good luck to all in the future.
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The Directorate of Capital Procurement Melbourne
wish to advise that the 1995 Corps Port is now
available for purchase. This port, the first of a ten year
“Historical Port” series, features one of the original
AEME members VX 4682 SSGT W.J. Tope.

Please complete the attached order form (one dozen
lots will be delivered at no charge). The distribution
manager at DCPM-A is WO2 D. Wilkinson (03) 9282
25265.

TO RAEME CORPS PORT, DCPM-A,
DEFENCE CENTRE, PO BOX 4979WW,

GPO MELBOURNE, 3001.

Please send me ...... (qty) bottles of the 1995 Corps
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Enclosed is cheque/money order No. ............
(made payable to “EME PORT FUND" ) to the
valueof 5............
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RAEME 50th ANNIVERSARY
Are We Really Only 50 Years Old

by MAJ John Wild

Whilst serving overseas in the Kingdom of Thailand Sfrom Dec 91 to Jan 95 my corps of

RAEME celebrated its 50th anniversary.

There was great pomp and ceremony and the

members of our great corps basked in the glory of its break away from the Ordinance Corps.

feeling that maybe someone had made L

a grave error as to just how far our links
go back. Unfortunately I was not in a
position to comment at the time as my
proof of the possible error was in the
bottom of a box in long term storage back
in Australia.

Since my return to Australia [ have
rummaged through the many unopened
boxes, and low and behold 1 have
discovered proof positive that our ancestral
links are a lot older than the 50 years
currently accepted. In fact it goes way
beyond the artisan of the cave man who
was gamely employed sharpening bone
spears. Even more startling is the fact that
it goes beyond 2 million years, considered
to be the approximate evolution start point
for the Homo species of our current Homo
Sapien (You more than me?).

The truth of the matter is that the corps
of RAEMESs ancestral links go back as far as
40 million years. This was when the
continent of Australia was at the halfway
mark of its breakaway from what is now
known as Antarctic. Yes! roaming the
continent at the time was a RAEME artisan
known as RAEMEOTHERIUM YATKOLAL,
gen. et sp. nov. As you can see Cfn
Raemeotherium Yatkolai, gen. et sp. nov.
(very rare post nominals) doesn't have a regimental number which
can only indicate he must have been the very first RAEME Cfn.

In September 1976, Mr lan Stewart (National Museum of
Victoria) discovered the dentary here described as Raemeotherium
Yatkolai. It was found at the south end of Lake Pimpa, South
Australia, in the Miocene Namba Formation (visited several times
by the author). Three additional isolated teeth referred to
Raemeotherium Yatkolai were collected ten kilometres to the
south of the west side of Lake Namba at a site in the Namba
Formation, designated as South Prospect B by Messrs Woodward
and Tedford in 1975. A further upper incisor was found at
Ericmas Quarry, four kilometres further north.The scattering of
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In the back of my mind I had a nagging
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CPL L.J. Wild
“RAEMEOTHERIUM YATKOLAI”

the remains can only testify to the fight he
must have put up to defend his last bastion.

Now down to the serious business of who
exactly was Cfn Raemeotherium Yatkolai.
Raemeotherium Yatkolai (hence forth known
as R. vatkolai)was the 40 million year old
ancestor to the now extinct Diprotodon. It
was a large dog size herbivorous mammal
that roamed the grassy plains of what is now
northern South Australia. I guess you could
say that it was like a large overgrown
wombat, (nothing like the author) though
not related to either.

Etymology: RAEME, acronym for the
Royal Australian Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers, and therium being Greek for
beast. Yakolai, named in honour of the late
Mr Daniel A Yatkola, a student of
mammalian palaeontology.

Acknowledgments: The essential
groundwork that led to the discovery of R
vatkolai was laid in 1974 by Dr Thomas
Rich, curator of vertebrate palaeontology at
National Museum Victoria in collaboration
with a contingent of the 3rd EME Group
Melbourne under the command of CAPT
Norman Moxey. The expedition was
organised by W02 Ron Moon (Now the
Editor of 4WD Magazine).

There have been many more such
expeditions since the discovery of our
ancestor which have been organised and led by RAEME
members. All have made valuable discoveries and contributed to
our natural history which benefits all Australians.

So where does all this lead us? Well, if you believe in the
theory of evolution and let your mind run-a-muck, it could be
theorised that R yatkolai evolved into Homo Habilis, evolved
into Homo Sapien and therefore the RAEME Craftsman (oops
Craftsperson). When next you and a member of ancther Corps
are arguing over which Corps is the oldest refer him to this most
authoritive document.

Well dear Editor did we get it right.????

The picture tells the story. Ed

| NS KOMATSU

* Sales * Parts * Service
* Used Equipment
Distributors of
THE KOMATSU RANGE i
OF EARTHMOVING &
CONSTRUCTION MACHINERY

SERVICE AND REPAIRS TO ALL EARTHMOVING
AND HEAVY EQUIPMENT
Berco Undercarriages for all Equipment

453 Sherwood Rd, PO Box 178,
Sherwood, Q. 4075 Brisbane Markets, Q. 4106
Phone 246 6222 Mobile 018 195 565 Fax 246 6205

A

November, 1995 RAEME CRAFTSMAN 25



NORTH EASTERN PNEUMATICS GET ON THE ROAD WITH

Pty Ltd
Sales Service & Installation
Atlas Copco - Tools Hoists & Compressors Lwtopro}
Norgren Martonair & SMC Pneumatic Equipment
Redlion Meters/Turk Electronics Fittings PARTS PROFESSIONALS

Machine Shop/Welding/Fabrication

Learis Fitt OPEN 7 DAYS
egris Fittings
28 Queen Street, Wodonga 3690
Telephone (060) 56 1499 - Fax (060) 56 1630 602 1 1 33
PARKING AT REAR
Proud to be Associated with Defence Forces Special Discount to Armjf/?
Personnel on mentioning this

RONNIES DEMOLITIONS PTY LTD Advertisement

66 Riverside Road, Chipping Norton 2170 ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

INCLUDING AGC

K.J. PARTS MART P/L

341 MACQUARIE STREET, LIVERPOOL
(Opp Volvo Car Centre and Sizzlers)

All types of demolition a specialty

Phone (02) 755 1399
Fax (02) 755 1755

AIR CONDITIONING
SUPPLIERS TO THE

Dept. of Defence
with Australian
Products of Quality
and Excellence

FORALL YOUR
PRINTING REQUIREMENTS

Phone: (02) 605 9100
; G Fax: (02) 6059192

DADSON P

4 Bachelle Avenue Lidcombe

Colour and Commercial Printers
Continuous Stationery
Artwork and Typesetting

NSW 2141 Australia

SIGMA

INDUSTRIES

Unit 4, 5 Kerr Road, Ingleburn, N.S.W . 2565
All Mail: P.O. Box 433, Ingleburn 2565

Phone (02) 330 7100

P Ll 15D Fax (02) 330 7199

ACN 000 900 970

QZRANM

PTY LTD
BTPDRAVLIC SERVICES
25 Hamill St, Garbutt, Fax 25 3136

The Finid Proever
k) Professionals
o) BRA™) HEAVY INDUSTRIAL
> N & MINING
o SPECIALISTS
@ All Hydraulic and Pneumatic
Repairs
& Manufacture of Specialised
Cylinders
@ Cylinder and General Honing
& Sales ¢ Design
& Service ¢ Installations

AGENT FOR
* Danfoss ¢ Hoist Hydraulics »
Commercial * Imperial Hydraulics
* Permco Pumps * Hagglinds Denison

DISTRIBUTOR FOR

Darker S RYCO |

TOWNSVILLE 28 9236
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FUEL INJECTION

SERVICE PTY LTD

DIESEL FUEL INJECTION SPECIALISTS FOR YOUR URGENT REPAIRS
Authorised Service Dealer

IS NIPPONDENSO
089 84 3953

Mobile 018 898 627 Fax 089 47 0462
LOT 2180 WINNELLIE RD., WINNELLIE
PO BOX 37946 WINNELLIE 0821

* ROBERT BOSCH — DIESEL
¢ UNITED TECHNOLOGY DIESEL SYSTEMS

* NIPPONDENSO ﬂ

o ZEXEL
* STANADYNE

CURRENT CONTRACTORS TO NORFORCE

C & S CONTRACTING & EARTHMOVING
Humpty Doo, NT 0836
Specialists in Earthmoving & Clearance

Phone (089) 88 1740 - (089) 88 1485
Mobile (018) 858 552 - Fax: (089) 88 1777




A New Medium Lift Capability for Army
CH47D Chinook

by CAPT A.D. NEWMAN.
Pictures by SGT E.C. DOOLEY and CPL C.L. KILMASTER

Friday, 19th May 1995 marked the first flight of an ADF Chinook since the original RAAF
‘Charlie’ models were mothballed in 1989. For RAEME, this represented the culmination
of over two vears of preparation project work, overseas training and logistic support.

watching the first two Chinooks turning and burning

(albeit one after the other) in anticipation of their
inaugural Australian flight, it was possible to see assembled
many of the faces who had invested significant amounts of
time and effort in creating this very scene. From the Medium
Lift Helicopter Project Manager to the Craftsmen who had
brought the Chinooks to a flyable state; RAEME had indeed
contributed.

The ‘Delta’ model Chinooks that were about to depart had
arrived at the docks shrink wrapped in plastic (just like frozen
chickens) five days before on board a Scandinavian Roll On Roll
Off Container Ship. Tail numbers 102 and 103 were the first
two of a total of four ‘Delta’ model Chinooks for the nation.
They were our airframes returning home having left the country
two years before as RAAF ‘Charlie’ models. The RAAF
originally had twelve Chinooks but one crashed. Seven of these
were sold to the US Army thereby providing the funding for the
upgrade of our remaining four. While many members of the
ADF may remember the ‘Charlie’ model (before my time); the
‘Delta’ model represented a notable advance in operational
ability and in-flight safety. Though visually similar, the ‘Delta’
model had undergone significant upgrade. This included
fibreglass blades (as against metal); an Advanced Flight Control
System; an improved hydraulic system; and more powerful
engines. Looking at them though, the real clue for identifying a
‘Delta’ from a ‘Charlie’ was the addition of a second and third
cargo hook since the ‘Charlie’ model had only one.

Enough on the upgrade, here on the docks it had been the
job of C Squadron Technical Support Troop (less our Gunship
brothers) to attach the blades and service the engines and
hydraulic systems. Easy for we Brahmans! Or so we thought!
Such is the nature of facing a media deadline of Friday 1000hrs
for their inaugural launch that Murphy’s Law came into play; we
began to find a number of unserviceable components. The
rectification of these problems mixed with a hearty helping of
media deadline pressure ensured that we worked from sun up to
sun down over the following days to get 102 and 103 airworthy.
The logistic support put in place by the Project Office (more
* RAEME) ensured however that our demanded Repair Parts were
already prepositioned in our Repair Parts Store at home at the
5th Aviation Regiment. Coupled with the services of an
overnight courier, logistic support can be a beautiful thing.

With the two Chinooks now safely airborne, it was time to
pack up and look for a beer. This was done quickly and
efficiently (respectively). The neighbouring stevedores, Patricks,
were only too happy to share in our bonhomie. Thinking of
refreshments, the chance arose to reflect on the many and
varied experiences the tradesmen had endured in America while
learning to maintain these aircraft. An initial push of one
Engineering Officer and 16 Tradesmen had spent on average
nine months in the USA gaining this prerequisite knowledge.
The Engineering Officer underwent formal training with the US
Army in Virginia while the Aircraft and Avionics tradesmen
received training at Boeing and Allied Signal (formerly
Lycoming, the engine manufacturer). This was rounded off with
the group splitting in two and undergoing OJT with the US
Army at the 2/159th Aviation Regiment, Fort Bragg, North
Carolina and the 7/101st Aviation Regiment, Fort Campbell,

- As we sat on the Brisbane docks amid the media,

Kentucky. On a serious note, at the time of our OJT (Aug - Dec
94), the crisis in Haiti had flared up, and while none of us
attended this hasty US Army deployment in person, the services
of the Australian tradesmen in readying the aircraft were
certainly appreciated. Nonetheless for a true pictorial history of
this conquest of America from the tradies’ point of view, visitors
to the Regiment are welcome to visit C Squadron Technical
Support Troop brew room.

Now back to reality, with the Chinooks well out of sight
following the Brisbane River ever westwards, the RAEME story
was not complete. From the humble beginnings of the
ubiquitous Flight Fitter or “All Trades” tradie, RAEME soldiers
were now permanent members of aircrew more at home in
Nomex (flying clothing) than their faithful King Gees. I speak of
course of the Aircrewmen Technical currently winging
westwards in 102 and 103. Similar to the US Army Flight

-

Airborne at last!

Engineer, these soldiers amongst other things provide on board
maintenance support and advice to the aircraft captain. With
positions for four on establishment, Aircrewman Technical
provides a further career option for aircraft and avionics
tradesmen of CPL and SGT rank. Who said the sky was the
limit for RAEME soldiers?

Well the trucks are loaded and it’s time to go. The plan is to
have the two Chinooks arrive in Townsville in one weeks time,
and then the fun will really begin. QOur goal of course is to
develop a deployable Medium Lift capability for Army by
January 1997. It may at first seem a rather generous period but
I assure you we will need the time. With Ground Support
Equipment and Tooling to sort out, Repair Part packups to put
together, SOPs to write and deployment scenarios to rehearse;
this Technical Support Troop has much to accomplish.

But beware, come 1997, watch out for C Squadron. With the
combined might of Chinooks and Gunships, this Brahman will
be charging through your cam net or blowing your tent away
one or the other!
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SIEMENS

The Advanced Australian.
Minimum Risk. T
Maximum Functionality.

Designed and manufactured in Australia by Australians for Australian conditions, the RAVEN
Advanced Manpack Radio (RAMR) has been developed to expand with the Army's needs and
with the communications challenges of the 21st century.

As designers and manufacturers of the Army's RAVEN radios, Siemens Plessey is able to offer
minimum-risk integration of the RAMR into the Army's existing Combat Net Radio (CNR) System.

While the RAMR has many functions common to most advanced CNRs available in the world
w  today, it also has features which are unigue to the Australian system.

Only the RAMR:

® can be introduced into service and take immediate advantage of all
existing vehicle and command stations without the need for
modification of any kind;

e offers total and seamless integration into the existing CNR system;

e offers Frequency Hopping across the total CNR system;

e can accept Frequency Data from the existing RAVEN Frequency
Management System electronically; and

e can utilise fully the existing Field Repair Facility without the need for hardware modification.

And because the RAMR is totally compatible and interchangeable with the Army's existing
RAVEN CNR system, the new functionality offered by the RAMR can be incorporated immedi-
ately throughout the whole of the CNR system upon the RAMR's introduction into service.

The Advanced Australian - offering minimum risk and maximum functionality.

RAVEN Advanced Manpack Radio: Compatibility, Reliability, Supportability.

Siemens Plessey Electronic Systems Pty Ltd
Faraday Park, Railway Road

Meadowbank NSW 2114 Australia
Telephone +61 2 8070400

Fax +61 2 8082787
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TO THE GLORY OF GOD
, AND TO THE MEMORY OF
THE SOLDIERS OF
THE AVSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE.
WHO VALIANTLY PARTICIPATED IN THE
VICTORIOVS DEFENCE OF AMIENS
FROM MARCH TO AVGVST 1918,
AND GAVE THEIR LIVES FOR THE CAVSE
OF JVSTICE. LIBERTY AND HVMANITY
THIS TABLET 1S CONSECRATED BY
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF AVSTRALIA
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L 3 Norforce Tech Support Troop.
R-L CPL Chris Lein, CFN Mark Cornell, CEN Andrew Moffat
“Peace of mind”

Remains of 16 AD Regt 6x6
vicinity Cape Crawford NT
‘Gas bottle under Cam Net’
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Mercedes-Benz:

Nothing can match a
world of experience.

Today, modern military operations
require vehicles that are capable of
carrying out complex strategies with
maximum efficiency.

Mercedes-Benz is the world’s largest
producer of purpose-built military
vehicles in excess of 6 tonnes, offering
the widest range and best equipped
available. These are backed by over
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100 years of experience in automotive
research and on-going development.
A wealth of knowledge gained from
operating under extreme conditions
means you can trust these vehicles to
be reliable and economical. And with
a worldwide parts and service network
you are always guaranteed fast field
support.

=

Mercedes-Benz



Indus River White Water Rafting Expedition

The Indus river white water rafting expedition held in August was a unique event. It was
the first ever attempt to raft from Chumathang near the Chinese (Tibet) border to Khalsi
in the Ladakh District of Jammu and Kashmir.

by COL D.K. JAMISON

UK, the Indian Army, Navy and the Indo-Tibet border
Police. This event covered about 260kms of one of the
most challenging and dangerous rivers in the world - the Indus.

The expedition was the culmination of the 1995 Great
Himalayan Expedition which was conducted by the Indian Army.
The rafters were flagged off on 1 August by the Chief of Army,
Staff, General S. Roychoudhary at the start point at
Chumathang situated at 13600 feet above sea level.

The Indus provides an ideal challenge for rafting. It originates
in Lake Mansarovar in Tibet and flows along a deep valley through
Jammu and Kashmir to enter Pakistan near Dah a distance in
excess of 350kms. The river is fast flowing and in its upper
stretches has steep gradients and many boulders. The lower
stretches are characterised by very large volumes, high standing
waves (2-3m) and large, treacherous holes. The rapids are difficult
and long, sometimes exceeding a kilometre in length. Grades of 4
to 5 are regularly encountered with the occasional grade 6.

The Australian team comprised COL D.Jamison, CAPT
A Manning, WO J.Pelling, WO M.Churchill, WO F.Nisbet, WO
M.Jennings, SGT B.Woodward and CPL A.Potter All are
experienced raft guides and are from different units. None had
been to India before and none had experienced the large volume
flows or the high altitudes encountered on the trip.

The first day the rafters covered 35 kms negotiating
innumerable grade 3 and 4 rapids and at least 3 grade 5’s. The
rapids are very technical and require considerable skill by the
guide to safely move through them. The high altitude took an
early toll and the team had to change guides after every major
rapid as they each became physically exhausted by the effort
required. For the first four days the conditions were similarly
testing for all the paddlers but the challenge of this very technical
stretch was most rewarding. The Australian raft came through
unscathed but the Indians encountered trouble with 2 rafts being
holed - one beyond repair - and the Indo-Tibet Border Police
being caught in a large stopper which eventually saw that crew
washed out of their raft one by one. Fortunately the only
casualty was fairly minor - a dislocated shoulder by a policemari

The river conditions for the second stage of three days were

The expedition comprised rafting teams from Australia, the

quite different. The rapids were less
technical but just as demanding as
the high volume water threatened to
swamp our raft which was a little
small for these conditions. The
Australian raft came close to
flipping in a grade 6 rapid after
being sucked into a hole at the
beginning of the kilometre long
rapid and only the quick action by
the crew righted it from a 702 angle. The high volumes and long
rapids are something not seen in Australia and constantly tested
the crew’s ability to set up correct angles of approach and
manoeuvre around large holes and other obstacles.

The adventure was not solely confined to the rafting as being
in the Indian Army system in a remote part of the country
produced some interesting moments as we grappled with the
cultural differences such as the concept of “Indian stretchable
time” where 0900 somehow seems to mean any time the same
day - the seemingly sudden changes of plan and the difficulty in
obtaining timely information. The differences in eating
preferences were marked and these were accentuated by being
at the end of a long supply chain that was subject to frequent
disruptions. We are all having a long holiday from curry!

White water sports are a growing area of interest in the Army
and there are increasing opportunities for all to participate in rafting
and kayaking. To further promote these activities an Army White
Water Association is being formed and details can be obtained by
contacting WO F Nisbet at HQ 4 Bde (phone 03 522 7331).
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HARDY SPICER° DRIVESHAFTS BECAUSE THERE'S
MORE RIDING ON THEM THAN A SET OF WHEELS

[TV 1»)\'@l Driveshaft |

In Australia, we manufacture and service all i
front and rear wheel driveshafts to a world W ,, i SPICER gol-rlvyl:r.l:ullc
class standard. e _
We also assemble and service a complete 4 :
range of hydraulic products suitable § A
53 g ] )
for almost all military applications
For your complete driveshaft and l i'i’i%

hydraulic needs call on Australia’s largest _;r/ S - A "Z.f,"-

manufacturing service provider. \WM& 5 ‘_—-'_[i;(v ___ !/

‘ “NO J0B TOO DIFFICULT..NO LOCATION TOO REMOTE!”
‘ J Hardy Spicer® Australia’s leading driveshaft manufacturer.
—“Built tough to last”

HARDY SPICER’  pranches Sydney  (02)6006333  Mackay  (079)232488  Authorised Service Centres
kR R R A Head Office (03) 95424147 ~ Newcastie (049)680400  Adelaide  (08) 3496400  Darwin  (089) 47 0111
;;";'ﬂ‘l":: ;;L Dandenong (03) 9706 4994  Kalgoorie  (090) 91 1443 Perth (09) 2772966  Wagga (069) 217 484

CERMTIFIED I8O0BO0O01 Someﬂﬂn (03)93054755 BriSbane (07)33682344 Hoban (002)726%7

DRAKE INDUSTRIAL
CAN MAKE THINGS
WORK FOR YOU.

Drake Industrial are always looking for all
kinds of electrical and mechanical engineers,
diesel mechanics, fitters, welders, CNC
machinists, tradesmen and E class drivers. For
short-term or long-term work with some of
Australia’s top companies.

Enjoy flexible hours, excellent rates of pay
and many other benefits.

Call Drake Industrial today:

DRAKE

INDUSTRIAL

Underwood (07) 3808 1267 Sherwood (07) 3379 2888
Eagle Farm (07) 3216 4666 Gold Coast (07) 5591 2004
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I MISS MY ARMY LIFE

I believe in fate and deeply believe that the good Lord wanted me to serve my adopted
country in His way by joining the Army Reserve.

by Tony See, Capt Rtd

ne night in 1968, I walked into the Army
ODepot in Chapel Street and inquired

whether I could see someone in charge.
One of the soldiers kindly led me to an office, and
it happened that the officer Maj Snow, was
available at that time. He asked how he could help
. me and I told him I wanted to join the Army
Reserve.

He asked me what qualifications I possessed. I
told him I had completed a Diploma in Electrical
Engineering and I was doing a post Graduate
Diploma course in Management. He advised me
that because of my qualifications it was better to
attend the Officer Cadet Training Course and
become an Officer on graduation. I was led to
believe that at the time Direct Entry as Army
Reserve Officers for Professional Engineers was
not yet available. I left the Depot after the initial
inquiry and no further action was taken.

However, two years later, I decided to enrol with OCTU. I do
not remember what course number it was, but [ do remember
LT COL D. Bullard was the C.I. then, CAPT Mike Kawalevski
and LT COL Bow-water were in the same course. Once again,
due to unforeseen domestic circumstances I had to give it away
midway during the course.

It was not until about ten years later that I applied as a Direct
Entry Officer. In June 1981, 1 was accepted and appointed as
Lieutenant in RAEME. At the same time, at the Chapel Street
Depot, LT COL A. Nolan was CO of 3 EME Services Unit; and
Major (later LT COL) J. Wilson was OC of the Wksp Coy. My first
posting was OC General Engineering Platoon, 3 EME Svcs Unit.

I can tell you now that I was scared to death of being in charge
of a platoon of rough and tough Aussie soldiers for the first time in
my life, especially as I was the yellow skin OC. I thought they
might overrun me and give me hard times; and thinking back, |
also believe that LT COL Nolan was very worried and anxious
about my performance (whether I could do my job well).

Surprise to all, including myself, the entire platoon fully
accepted me as one of them; they were very understanding and
helpful. The cooperation, the comradeship between me, the Senior

Tony See

: NCOs and all Other Ranks of the platoon, was
- excellent - we became a team. All jobs no matter
- how large or small were done on time with good
- quality. In my heart I salute and thank them for
their efforts.

I specially remember Capt Chris Wrangle, he
had spent a lot of time teaching me Military
Tactics, Strategic Manoeuvres and Military
Principles so that I could improve my military
knowledge of how the Army actually functions.
For this, I thank him for his unfailing efforts to put
| me on the right track in my army career.

Sometime later | was posted as OC Vehicle
Platoon. Once again I did not know much about
cars, not even my own car; let alone Army
vehicles. Indeed it was a big challenge, as before |
took charge, there were some disharmony within
the platoon. However, once again, I had some

good supporting soldiers prepared to help me to rebuild the
platoon and its morale again. WOIs Max Moore, Sandy Powell,
WOZ Peter Hollingsworth and many other Senior NCOs, they all
put in a lot of personal and selfless effort to uphold the platoon. In
fact because of this team spirit, | should say the Esprit de Corps,
the performance and productivity of the vehicle platoon was greatly
improved. Max, Sandy, Peter and I became good mates; we
understood each other well.

Later I was posted as S03, HQ CDEME, I was assigned to
look after the Career Progression Plans of the RAEME A Res
Officers within 3MD.

During my time at Chapel Street Depot, | was assigned as the
Officers’ Mess Treasurer for a number of years. I have to thank
CAPT Bob Hunter for his help in showing me how to reconcile
the Financial Affairs of the Mess. I think the Mess never made a
loss during the time I was the Treasurer. I enjoyed serving the
Mess; it was our HOME.

In the short period that I was with the Army Reserve, | had
served under LT COLS A. Nolan, B. Williamson and B. Cahill as
CDEMEs. They are all good and respected Senior Officers of the
Australian Army Reserve. [ shall always treasure my time in the
A Res and I shall never forget my comrades, whether Officers or
Other Ranks. I miss them all.
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NEW PRESCRIBED
SERVICE OFFICERS

Regiment No:

Name:

Date Substantive:

Posting:

Posting Date:

47731
JARRATT P.G.

01 Jan 96

SO3 EME
TECH SPARES
ASSESSMENT

MAT DIV DCPM

1/96

Regiment No:

Name:

Date Substantive:

Posting:

Posting Date:

62822
COLLIS C.J.

01 Jan 96

SO3 EME

UH AVIONICS
SECTION
AALMS

1/96

Regiment No:

Name:

Date Substantive:

Posting:

Posting Date:

221148
EDGECOMBER.L.

01 Jan 96
QM
STORES PL
1 RTB

1/96

Regiment No:

Name:

Date Substantive:

Posting:

Posting Date:

1203111
HIND P.R.J.

01 Jan 96

S0O3 (CBT
RADIO)

HQ LOG COMD

1/96

Regiment No:

Name:

Date Substantive:

Posting:

Posting Date:

(Appointed as GSO)

36 RAEME CRAFTSMAN November, 1995

226571

McKONE M.J.

01 Jan 96
ADJT
MILTY PERS
SQ LOG GP

1/96

VALE

The Late Sergeant
Bernie Simpson

Sergeant Bernie Simpson
By Major Robert Waller

Bernie enlisted into the Australian CMF on 23 August
1965 at 51 Communication Zone Workshops, Eastern
Command, as an Electrical Fitter. At the time he was
living in Homebush in Sydney and was 19 years of age.

On 1 February 1970 he was posted to 302 Field
Workshop where he qualified as a Driver and then Recovery
Mechanic. During August that year he married Megan. In
1971 he qualified in all Subjects for Corporal and was
promoted on 6 September.

In 1973 he qualified for Sergeant and in 1974 completed
the Recovery Conversion Course on the F5 Twin Boom
Wrecker. In 1975 he was posted to HQ 1 CRAEME as a
Corporal Recovery Mechanic. He was promoted to Sergeant
in February 1976 and served at 2 Comm Z Recovery Platoon.

In 1977 he elected discharge for 12 months. This enabled
Bernie to move to the Tamworth Region and he reenlisted on
1 July 1978 at 12/16 Hunter River Lancers as the Sergeant
Recovery Mechanic.

In 1980 and 1981 he qualified in Radio/Gunnery and
Driver and Servicing on the MII3A1. In 1982 he completed
the ARVL Recovery Course.

In all Bernie served the Army from 1965 to 1995, a
month short of 29 years’ service. At the time of his passing
he had been working in the RPS and B1 Stores in order to
prepare Technical Squadron firstly for the move into the new
store, and secondly, in preparation for K95 and the
November AFX. He was to participate in K95.

Without dedicated loyal serving members like Bernie, the
function of Reserve units is difficult. I will certainly miss his
smile, friendship and loyalty. God Bless you, Bernie.

* K Kk

Lieutenant Colonel Alexander
Norman McLeod 1918-1995

Lieutenant Colonel Norman Macleod passed away
peacefully in Western Australia on 22 June 1995
after a long illness.

Lieutenant Colonel Macleod served for 5 years in the RAAF
as a pilot instructor before being appointed to RAEME as a
Lieutenant in 1949. He served in Japan and Korea in 1952-53
and on return to Australia commanded 101 Field Workshops at
Ingleburn. After various other appointments within the Corps in
the then Eastern, Central and Western Commands he retired in
1969 as DADEME Western Command.

Norman will best be remembered by the older members of
the Corps as a determined and physically fit officer who
possessed the ability to relate to all ranks.

As a Corps we extend our sympathy to his wife Pat and
family.




5 AVN REGT

BUSHRANGERS AND
BUCCANEERS K95

The 5th Aviation Regiment deploved 110 personnel,
25 vehicles and eight aircraft (five Black Hawk and
three Iroquois) to satisfy 3rd Brigade tasking during
Exercise K95. The composite squadron consisted of
21 Buccaneers from B Sgn TST, 20 Bushrangers
from Aerial Fire Support Tp (AFS)/C Sgn TST with
the rest being pilots, aircrew, operations and support
staff.

For the Sqn TSTs, the, exercise commenced a few weeks
prior to deployment. B Sqn TST was particularly busy
preparing Black Hawks - a few modifications here and there,
required at late notice, created frenzied activity when added to
the standard servicings and preparations already underway. As
always though, RAEME were there with five minutes to spare
(well... maybe a slight exaggeration) and the aircraft were ready
to go.

The road party deployed 26 Jul (see, we don't all fly). The
deployment was staged over a four day period with the first
personnel arriving at Tindal 29 Jul. The following day was
allocated to setting up the location, ready for the arrival of the
aircraft and airborne crews. ‘Build it and they will come’, a
Gommon phrase over the next few days...

The aircraft departed Townsville 29 Jul to arrive at Tindal
the following day, however, several delays were encountered.
Unserviceabilities delayed two aircraft at Karumba, two at
Wollogorang and the remainder on Groote Eylandt - the fleet
resembled a series of stepping stones from Townsville to the
Exercise area - hardly a challenge, the war was yet to begin.

The Technical Support Squadron (TSS), secure back in
Townsville, came to the fore on a number of occasions providing
additional aircraft, personnel and spares to ensure the continued
journey of the fleet to Tindal. ‘Build it and they will come’,

someone said in Tindal. Yes, the helicopters were soon beating
the air back into submission.

The Black Hawks from Groote Eylandt arrived at Tindal 1 Aug,
followed closely by the two Iroquois from Wollogorang and the
Black Hawk and Iroquois from Karumba. Once at Tindal tasking
was initially scarce but gained momentum to ensure that the
maintenance workload for the TSTs was maintained at premium.

RAAF support at Tindal, especially from 75 Sqn, was
excellent. Our only complaints were the fast jets taking off at all
hours and all agreed that the Base pool temperature should be
raised to at least zero. 3 CER also weighed in by constructing
helicopter pads and a road proudly named Gunship Boulevard
{constructed to safely reposition an unserviceable Iroquois
aircraft to hard standing). 171 Sqn (Ist Aviation Regiment) also
provided a few much appreciated parts for AFS Tp.

Redeployment to Cape Crawford was relatively uneventful
with tasking and operations there being satisfied and the TSTs
maintaining a steady work flow. An element of AFS Tp
continued to take advantage of the RAAF hospitality at Tindal
until the return journey. The relative isolation of Cape Crawford
made supply of aircraft parts more difficult and highlighted the
necessity for Aviation to have a reliable transport system.

The return home followed a few last minute servicings and
repairs to ready the aircraft for the journey. Once again, the
fleet repelled the earth as one to commence the long haul back
to Townsville. An overnight stay on Sweers Is was almost
extended, however, all aircraft made it home as scheduled on 27
Aug. The road party returned 31 Aug.

During the Exercise, the elements of 5 Avn Regt encountered
various situations and scenarios which proved to try and test many
of our procedures, especially recovery and supply during the initial
deployment. The Exercise, from the TST perspective, was a success
and highlighted differences between field and base operations over
an extended period. The Exercise allowed the TST to operate under
different levels of pressure, surrounded by different support
infrastructures and in different work environments. Using
experiences gained during Ex K95, the TSTs will be able to review
and refine their respective SOPs, ready for next time...

* Kk ok

2CER TSS

oL
An Rl - Routine servicing being carried out.

READY RESERVE

The 2nd Combat Engineer Regiment Technical Support
Squadron is located at Enoggera, Brisbane. 2 CER is a 6th
Brigade formation unit as well as being a Ready Reserve (RRes)
unit. For 2 CER TSS, being a RRes unit means some of the
people are here some of the time and all of the people are here
none of the time. To explain, TSS has an authorised strength of 1
officer and 29 ORs. 17 of these positions are ARA with the
remaining 13 being RRes. Currently, the RRes positions are filled
by ARA personnel but these are not being filled when a member is
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INDEPENDENT
DIESEL SPARES

Specialist supplier of spare parts

for all the earth-moving

equipment and diesel-powered
heavy vehicles.

Authorised distributor of
Dana Products.

Contact Alf Glaze

Phone (077) 253 577
Fax (077) 253 494

A/H (077) 79 0810
Mobile 018 228 325

3/59 Pilkington St,
Garbutt, Qld 4814

Current Contractor
to the Army

MILNER
CONSTRUCTIONS
PTY LTD

139 Wooster Street,
North Rockhampton 4701

Quality building and
maintenance contractors.

Phone/Fax (079) 28 3540
Mobile (015) 581 203

CamPak

CONSTRUCTION PTY. LTD.
Divisions:
Commercial, Industrial and Domestic
Construction

Construction Management
Project Management
Design and Construct

Refurbishment and Maintenance Services
Asbestos and Fireproofing Service

PO Box 215,
Indooroopilly, QLD 4068
Phone: (07) 3870 4528
Fax: (07) 3870 0761
Mobile: 018 723 948

We are proud to be involved with the
Construction of Project Bushranger
— Gallipoli Barracks

Proud Contractors to the Army: N
Thuringowa
Mower & Small /A
= @ Hand Tools ¢ Power Tools ¢ Accessories 4 Repairs ¢ Saw Doctor
E n g ine ce n t re @ Services ¢ Competitive Prices ¢ Leading Brands ¢ Mobile Service
3/1231 Upper Ross River FREE DELIVERY
Road, Rasmussen, Qld 4815 \\ Mobile 015 490 942 Phone/Fax (02) 764 3137 //

Ph/Fax: (077) 891 510

Specialists in:
Industrial VW & Wisconsin
Engines, Generators, Water
Pumps, Ride-on & Domestic

Mowers, Brush-cutters & other

LES DOBLOS FRUIT MARKET

Suppliers of Top Quality Fruit & Vegetables to the Royal Australian Army

Small Engines.

For sales, spare parts, repairs
and maintenance of most
popular brands.

33 Gladstone Road ROCKHAMPTON QLD 4700
Phone: (079) 27 2300 Fax: (079) 22 4018

* NOVUS will repair your stone damaged
windscreen. No need for expensive
replacement.

* Workshop or Mobile service.

* Replacements organised when necessary.

* Scratch Removal — some locations only.

WINDSUREEN REPAIRS
World Leaders in Windscreen Repair
Technology

ARMY DISCOUNTS APPLY

DEFENCE DEPARTMENT
APPROVED CONTRACTOR

1 800 804 257

* Queensland - 12 Jamieson St., Bowen Hills (07) 252 5222
* NSW, ACT, SA, WA, NT -
1/36 Holbeche Rd., Arndell Pk (02) 672 1800

“We're only a stones throw away”

vr Proud to be Associated with the z

@ Royal Australian Army

White’s Avuto

TRUCK REPAIRS

CQ MITSUBISHI & MACK DEALERS
Quality Assured Suppliers Cert. 1951
24 HOUR HEAVY TOWING
LAZER WHEEL ALIGNMENTS

Phone: (079) 27 4700

Cnr Farm & Alexandra Sts
Fax: (079) 22 3492

North Rockhampton 4701
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UNIT JOTTINGS - CONTINUED

posted. Of particular note are the Veh Mech positions. The
authorised ARA establishment is one SGT, two CPLs and two
CFN. The other six CFN positions are RRes Category 3A
positions. It is expected this unit will reach mature state by
December 1996, meaning we will be down to our authorised
establishment. 2 CER TSS is responsible for 80 ‘B’ vehicles and
21 ‘C’ vehicles as well as numerous small engines and battalion
weapons. As you can see this TSS will have its work cut out for it
in the next few years. Fortunately, the brigade is developing
alternative maintenance procedures which will alleviate the
obvious problems that will develop with a dramatic mismatch
between technician and equipment. Additionally, contract support
is now in place with DRAKE OVERLOAD providing in-house
contract support to brigade units. For 2 CER this has meant nine
contractors, including five VMs, two TAs, one Fitter and two
storemen. This has provided the TSS with a constant work output
which has allowed the other members of the squadron to go on
courses and for TSS to conduct its own training. What 2 CER
TSS is looking for are members of the Corps who are up to the
challenge of working in the RRes in an unusual environment.
Initiative is an all important character backed up by members
willing to challenge current procedures in order to streamline
processes resulting in efficiencies, particularly in manhours.

X £ sl |

CPL Shad Marsh, CFN Brad Watson, LCPL Dave Bloor, CFN Neil
Taylor, CFN Greg Chapman, CPL ‘Mitch’ Saikouvski (Task OIC).

Nominal Roll - Hails and Farewells

CAPT Ron Parrello - posted Dec 95, ILS Course,
Washington DC. Replaced by CAPT Jim McCrae

LT Sharon Gillan - posted 2Fd Log Bn 1 Mar 95

WO1 John McMah - discharge 10 Dec 95. Springwood
Mitsubishi, Service Manager.

SGT Leigh Buckmaster - posted SQLG Jan 96. Replaced by
CPL Marsh on promotion.

SGT Glen Hansen - discharge 5 Dec 94 replaced by SGT
James McGregor.

SGT Mark Reed

CPL Steve Bishell

CPL Sam Brooker - posted 1 RTB on promotion 1 Dec 95.

CPL Trevor Green.

CPL Alex Khalil

CPL Merv Mahon - discharge 20 Mar 95

CPL Shad Marsh

CPL Peter Oliver - marched in 1 Mar 95

CPL ‘Mitch’ Saikovski

CPL Steve Wilson

LCPL Darren Phease - posted Jan 96 B Sqn 3/4 Cav on
promotion.

LCPL Dave Bloor - posted 51 FNQR (“Cairns”) on promotion.

CFN Dick Leckey - posted Bris Log Gp 18 Jan 95

PTE Steve Newton - posted Jan 96 Puckapunyal Log Bn.

CFN Neil Richards

CFN Leo Semmens - posted 16 AD Regt Wksp effective 1 Jul 95

PTE Pete Viney

The idmr” erection team. From left LTMICk Créi}hton (RAE), '

CFN Paul Florian - posted 2 Cav Jan 96 on promotion to CPL.

CFN Chris Hodge - posted 1 Dec 95 6 BASB.

CFN Neil Taylor

CFN Matt Fraser - posted 1 Dec 95 6 RAR TSP

CFN Norm Hitchings - posted 7 Sig Reat effective 1 Jul 95

CFN John Frost - posted 1 RAR 1 Mar 95

CFN Shamus Lanigan

CFN Greg Chapman

CEN Mark Clement - discharge Dec 95.

CFN Brad Watson

our Readies

PTE Ali Bahur

PTE Mathew McAllum

PTE Daniel McLean

From Unit Wksp to TSS

On Friday 18 November 1994, 2 CER Wksp went from
being an independent unit on the ORBAT to a sub-unit of 2
CER and renamed TSS. This occurred on the Regiment’s third
birthday parade hosted by MAJGEN Stein (RL) RAE, the
Colonel Commandant Queensland Region Representing
RAEME on this occasion was the Colonel Commandant
Queensland Region LTCOL G.J.M. Edis (RL). All able bodies of
2 CER Wksp participated in the parade which was followed up
by a cake cutting ceremony. 2 CER TSS presented Colonel Edis
with a unit plaque to commemorate the absorption of 2 CER
Whksp into the Regiment. Minimal changes have taken place to
the TSS as a result of the absorption. The TSS has maintained
its UDC and continues to control its RPS. The main changes
have occurred in the ‘Bluebell Club’ the TSS troop funds,
insomuch as their has been a requirement for new plaques and T
shirts. The transition has been smooth and the crafties continue
to outshine and outsmart the sappers.

* Kk ok

6 BASB-106 WKSP COY

by CPL S.L. Brooks

Once again the year started at a hectic pace for the OC
and members of 106 Wksp Coy. There was no time to
ease on into the new year as we returned from our brief
but much needed Christmas break as exercise Ready
Shield was approaching. The demand on the unit for
technical support increased as the time to the Brigade’s
departure to Shoal Water Bay Training area
approached.

Exercise Ready Shield is the Brigade’s major exercise where
the Ready Reserve return to do their part-time training and the
regular soldiers put the period to good use, trying out new ideas
and refamiliorising themselves with the field environment.

As the workshop rolled out the front gate we mentally
checked our load lists for the final time, and then decided that if
we didn’t have it packed we would have to go without and
remember to take it next time, then we once again began the
now all to familiar trip to Rockhampton and Shoal Water Bay.

With the unit arriving in the Bay without major incident it was
now time to deploy and settle down into the routine of working
tactically whilst maintaining a defensive posture.

The various sections within the unit prepared their own areas
for the influx of work whilst the members of EIR scurried
around, laying the FPDS that would supply power to the
workshop and bring the workshop to life. There were a few
subtle changes made during this deployment, to expose the
members of the unit to different operating conditions we were
wrenched from the comfort of our GMV's, trucks and homes
away from home and placed on the nether reaches of the
perimeter to provide defence from the stalking enemy. The
importance was placed not on our equipment, but on us as
tradespersons, for equipment however valuable was proven
useless without the trained personnel to operate it.

The members of GE section decided to run their own fire drill;
it seems that where there is a welder, there is fire, and the fire
team broke all sorts of sprint records going to the aid of GE, or
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Specialist Repairs of Heavy Duty Vehicles

® Mercedes Benz Unimogs
¢ Coaches ¢ Earthmoving Machinery ¢ Land Rovers

PETER TAYLOR MECHANICAL SERVICES PTY LTD
6 Brown St Alice Springs 0871 « Ph/Fax 089 52 9948

B

EP. CONSTRUCTIONS PTY LTD

31| Providence Ct Nhulun 0880
Building & Maintenance Contractors
Member Territory Construction Association

Ph: (089) 87 1091 = A H. (089) 87 3993
Fax (089) 87 3109

Apex Air

Design & Installation
Service & Maintenance of
all Ventilation & Air
Conditioning Plants

Factory 4 848 Cooper St
Somerton Vic 3062

(03) 9305 4833
Fax (03) 9305 3144

4 chaffey & squires )

Inc water concepts pty Itd
PLUMBING

For all your Commercial, Residential, Industrial Plumbing,
Drainage, Roofwork & Maintenance
@ 24 HOURS, 7 DAYS A WEEK AND PROMPT SERVICE
(002) 23 5233 or (002) 23 5615

\- 418 HUON RD, SOUTH HOBART TAS 7004

J

Contractor to Defence Forces

Ray Burgess Constructions
182 Hammond Ave Wagga Wagga 2650

Earthmoving & Road Construction

Ph: (069) 21 1968 Fax: (069) 21 5853

HYSTER
SPARE PARTS

* FORKLIFT
* SALES

* HIRE

* SERVICE

* 2ND HAND PARTS AVAILABLE
* WRECKING MOST MAKES & MODELS

(02) 672 1026

HYSTANDARD
HANDLING EQUIPMENT

UNIT 1, 4 SMOOTHY PLACE,
ARNDELL PARK

FAX (02) 672 1131

T.M. & G.M. MULLINS
BUILDING CONTRACTORS

Pratt N.T. Pcy Led

Agents for 1.C.I.

Licence No. 39672

Industrial, Commercial, Domestic

» New Work ¢ Additions/Alterations
* Refurbishments * Maintenance

PO Box 448 South Wagga NSW 2650
Phone (018) 69 3749 - Fax (069) 21 2549

e | icensed Experienced Blasting ¢ Magazine
Sales & Hire e Blasting Equipment Hire
* Express Deliveries & Sales

32 2850

11 Mile Stuart Hwy, Berrimah
Mobile 015 611 058
24 HOUR SERVICE
FAX 32 2659
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UNIT JOTTINGS - CONTINUED

as they are now known, the section that shall remain flammable.

EIR had some excitement of their own, an extremely friendly
and extremely large brown snake decided to visit the gun pit
which they occupied, and it didn’t take much for the usually
enthusiastic and conscientious tradespersons on gun piquet to
make an exception this time and exit the gun pit giving the
snake freedom of passage.

As the unit became settled in its current location rumour
control said that a move was on the cards, and to everyone’s
surprise the rumours proved to be correct, so it was now time to
redeploy. This time to the mining town of Emerald, where the
exercise would change tack and as with most operations so
would the way we were deployed.

6 BASB deployed to the Emerald Showground while the
remainder of the Brigade provided vital asset protection to the
industrial and mining assets in the local area.

With a change in location came a change of tempo to the
exercise, the unit once stretched to its limits in Shoal Water Bay
was now finding time to carry out vital maintenance on its own
equipment, we also found some time to do some much needed
physical training (play touch). We even found time to see the
South Queensland Crushers play Manly Sea Eagles at the
Emerald football ground, although the ground was found to be
dry in more ways than one, much to the disappointment of all
those who attended the game.

As the exercise drew to a close, word was quickly passed (like
greased lightning) to begin preparations to return to Brisbane via
Rockhampton. The convoys that had once meandered their way
up to Rockhampton and on to Shoal Water Bay training area,
were modified into race trim for the sprint back to Brisbane,
once all vehicles were ready the convoy made its way back to
Brisbane with much more enthusiasm that it had left.

LCPL Mal McLeish returned from Rwanda after a 6month
tour. Where he and CPL Joffa Condon and Phil Corby
maintained the gensets which provided the hospital in Kigali
with power, as well as carrying out a building rewiring and then
maintaining the support forces vehicles, compressors and other
essential equipment which kept the music pumping and the beer
cold. They even found time to repair some of the equipment
that the hospital insisted was important to their operation.

:Standmg Pa;ro.'. ;

Members of the unit were deployed to the Land Warfare
Centre Canungra to hone their infantry skills, and give them an
appreciation cf what the infanteer must face in the field. It
proved to be very beneficial to some members of the workshop,
and also a rude awakening to others.

The unit also successfully held two subject two’s for CPL
courses in which a large number of members participated in,
instructed on and successfully completed.

On the 18th of July the LSG WKSP deployed from Enoggera
with approximately 28 vehicles and 65 personnel, bound for

Katherine where they took
part in Exercise Kangaroo 95
with other LSF units.

After enduring a gruelling
five day trip all members
arrived in Katherine glad to
have survived the convoy
move, with personnel, vehicles
and sanity intact. For some
this was the largest exercise
that they had taken part in,
but for others it was just
another long separation from
family and home.

As the majority of the LSG
took the time in the staging area
to carry out final preparations
for the deployment into the area
of operations, the OC, OPSO
and recce team moved forward
to survey our intended position.
When they returned the news
was not good we were to be
situated in an area not unlike the moon in appearance and
probably just as dry. o ;

As we hit the ground the
usual camming of vehicles,
construction of ablutions, and
laying of FPDS took place,
and soon the fortifying of the
position would begin. The
heat proved to be the first
obstacle, with all members
having to take it easy in the
tropical conditions. Sand bags
were filled (13,000 to be
exact), with the help of a
RAAF sand bagging machine,
gun pits dug, weapon arcs
allocated, and some 1500m of
concertina wire put out.
Where were the field
engineers when we needed
them?

The ground proved to be
so hard and unmanageable
that CFN John Deere had
problems digging sludge pits. 21 Const Sqn were called into
build up a ring road, so that the vehicles could be driven without
further damaging their sometimes fragile state.

Once the position was completed in came the work with all
sections operating flat out to meet the influx of jobs from various
units.

3 Recovery Coy also deployed into the LSG's location and
provided extended recovery support, something that would later
prove to be invaluable.

As the war went into full swing so did the demand on all
members in the location, providing gun piquets, being utilised
for patrolling tasks as well as providing support for other units,
and sending people out on recovery posts.

Although the demand on all personnel remained high
everybody still found time to catch the odd video being shown
in the blacked out mess tent. As the exercise began to drag on
the comparisons to the film “Ground Hog Day” were drawn,
and at times the similarities were uncanny. Days turned to
weeks and even though all units around our position were
probed and perimeters breached, the LSG's position was never
penetrated by the Orangeland hoards. We did however suffer
at the hands of an internal foe, ‘ves’ once again GE had to
check the fire teams response time but alas the inferno that
had been anticipated was reduced to a smoldering clump of
weeds.

As the war drew to a close the orange peril were defeated
production increased as units prepared their vehicles for the trip
home.

how me your war face (CFN A.
Harvey, Canungra).

The onlyway to fiy (CPL Robb,
Canungra)
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UNIT JOTTINGS - coNTINUED

The LSG WKSP found some time to look around Katherine
with most members enjoying some free time at Katherine Gorge
and Mataranka Springs, they even found time to give 26 Tpt
Sqn a volleyball lesson they will not soon forget.

12 members of the LSG were given early parole, and were
sent to Mt Isa 10 days earlier than everybody else, to support
the road move home. They tell us that it was not all beer and
skittles down there, but found little compassion from those who
remained in Katherine.

When the word to pack up was given you have never seen
52 members move so fast, the concertina wire that took 2 days
to put out was pulled down in 8 hours, and vehicle locations
continually developed and improved over the preceding 6 weeks
were packed up in less than an hour. When we pulled out of our
location the faces that had once shown the strain of a long
exercise had grins from ear to ear.

Everybody survived the long trip home, and all had never
been so happy to see the front gate of Gallipoli Barracks before.

Another highlight of the past year included the 6BASB tug of
war teams travelling to Adelaide on the 30th May to compete in the
Oceanic Games and the Australian titles. The female team
performed extremely well, winning SILVER medals in both the
520kg, 560kg and the catchweight divisions, in the Australian
Championships. In the Oceanic games which were contested in the
following days, they won 4 SILVER and 2 BRONZE medals. In the
Oceanic games CPL Boof Hunter and CFN Mim Brown joined with
some of the girls from Canungra, making up a Queensland side, and
won 2 GOLD medals. The mens team were not able to capture any
medals, however their performance was excellent, the men did
however come into their own as coaches masseurs and sports
photographers for the womens team, who couldn't have done as
well without their support. Steve Doenhert and John McCrone were
selected for the Queensland mens team, and won 2 SILVER medals.

The team did a little sightseeing after the championships,
they also had the opportunity to sample the food, wine, culture
and beauty of such places as The Barossa Valley, Woodside and
Hahndorf.

The tug of war teams included the following members:

Mens Team Womens Team

Joe Webber Mim Brown
Steve Doenert Boof Hunter
John McCrone Merideth Burgess
Dave Young Amanda Rogers
Bill Watson Linda Sharratt
Skip Fuller Leoine Richardson
Darren Miller Tina Wishart
Ivan Bryant Anjie Jory
Thora Threadingham
Robyn Bryant

Lou Jerusivic
Members who have been posted or taken discharge are as

- follows:
CAPT Grist CPL Ludman
LT Coombe CPL Sullivan
WO1 Weber CPL Ellis
WO2 Liddelow CPL Couch
WO2 Luck LCPL Green
WOZ Whybrow LCPL Tait
SGT Kelly CFN Betts
SGT Clark CFN Harvey
SGT Bartlett CFN Johnson
CPL Megysei CFN Fernandez
CPL Batiste CFN Cowie
CPL Lodge CEN Giles
CPL Murch CFN Galicic
CPL Carlow CFN McKenzie
CPL Jeisman CFN Brown
CPL Doenhert PTE Stuart
CPL McDonald CFN Wellins
CPL Margach CFN McKinnon
CPL Weston CFN Giles

* ok ok

NORFORCE TST
POSITION VACANT!!
by CPL Chris Lein

Supporting an Infantry Regiment such as NORFORCE is
quite a challenge for a RAEME Craftsman.

NORFORCE Technical Support Troop is located in
Larrakeyah Barracks, Darwin. The Troop has a regular
component comprising of a CPL Veh Mech, a CPL Tech Elec, a
CFN Veh Mech and two CFN Fit/Arm

To give you an idea of equipment repair and maintenance
responsibilities, check this out:

CFN Mark Cornell, Inspection/Service Station (Check out the hoist!!)

110 vehicles, 8 motorcycles, 40 trailers, 600 weapons, 16
ten man zodiacs, 14 aluminium boats, 46 twenty five hp Mercury
outboards, 61 HF/29 VHF Raven radios (incl access and power
supplies, and other equipment incl KVAs, GPSs, ICOMs etc.

You probably think — How the hell do five Crafty's maintain
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vacuum cleaners « Australian Air Filters

Phone (09) 249 5433 Fax: (09) 249 3454
Unit 1, 3 Hunt Street, Malaga WA 6062

Proud to be Associated D.E.E.R.E,
with the Royal . 2
Australian Army DlagnOSth S
WODONGA Eax
(049) 64 8438
DIESEL Telephone

(049) 64 8629

SERVICE

Specialist in Major and
Minor Repairs and

DIESEL FUEL Overhauls to all Makes
and Models of
PUMPS & Earthmoving Equipment
INJECTOR and Plant
REPAIRS We offer:
Trained Personnel
13 REID ST Field Service Facilities
WODONGA VIC 3690 Planned Inspection &
Maintenance Programs
Ph . Non Destructive
| e Inspection utilising
(060) 24 1288 Fibre Optics
Fax:
Distributors for:
(060) 24. 1565 RELIANCE®
After Hours: Powet Paits
(060) 25 2108 JOHN DEERE Engines

Contractors to the Armed Forces
for 20 Years

R.J. PANEL WORKS

 Panel Beating * Spray Painting - Welding
* Windscreen Fitting « Chassis Straightening
* Vehicle Refurbishing

Stuart Highway, Winnellie, 0821
(Entrance off Sadgroves Cres)

Telephone: (089) 84 4570
Fax: (089) 84 4360
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' LR. & L.P. PATTERSON |

6 DIOSMA CT WODONGA 3690

* REFURBISHMENT CONTRACTOR
TO THE ARMY

* BUILDER OF QUALITY
HOUSES & UNITS

PH: (060) 24 4984
FAX: (060) 24 4302

r---———————-
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"PEACE OF MIND"

'NORFORCE
TECH SPT TPT

and repair all this equipment? Well we can’t do it all ourselves!
Up here we use civilian repair agencies for a lot of the day-to-
day repairs and servicing. When we do have the time we
certainly carry out our own repairs eg we could go to Nhulunbuy
for a week and carry out any equipment repairs required prior to
operational deployment of a patrol.

Technical Support Troop’s AO covers 1.800000 sq kms
encompassing the NT and Kimberley Region of WA. Squadrons
are located in places like Alice Springs, Tennant Creek,
Kununurra, Broome, Derby, Nhulunbuy, Groote Eylandt and
Jabiru. Repair and inspection tours are conducted twice yearly,
by road, to these locations.

NORFORCE also has an “airborne” Hi Ace - an eight
seater Piper Chieftan aeroplane! Operational tasking can also
be carried out by LCM8s, C130s and 161 RECCE Sqn LOHs.

On the equipment side, the workshop has the resources to carry
out all repairs, fabrications and modifications which the unit may
require for 1st line repairs. The GMV is well kitted out. It
incorporates our spares, 2.5 KVA, 10 tonne press, arc and oxy
welding gear, 10 cfm air compressor with air tools and various
specialist equipment such as a Pioneer stereo system (thanks Q
Store).

There are numerous stories that could be told in this article
but we will leave CPL Reece’s Mitchell Plateau Mog exploits out,
2 CAV's Fitter track’s engine failure and the justification to Land
Command for more RAEME Craftsmen that this unit requires.

In closing, working with an Infantry Regiment has its ups,
downs and cross-winds. Anyway this has got to be one of the
best postings available for a self motivated, improvising, take no
prisoner - RAEME Craftsman.

So...If you want a workshop with a view (Darwin harbour).

If you want to travel (Cable Beach - Broome) and if you want
a GMV with an attitude.

Apply now to your local SCMA rep...RING NOW!

* A ok

DCPM-A

Achieves 3rd Party Accreditation to ISO 9002

The Directorate of Capital Procurement - Army, (DCPM-
A) is a Directorate of the Army’s Materiel Division,
(MATDIV-A), providing procurement, financial
management, initial logistic support and technical
documentation services to the Army’s capital equipment
acquisition programs.

DCPM-A recently gained third party quality accreditation to
ISO 9002 for our quality management system. We believe we
may be the first Defence Department organisation to achieve
this accreditation. SGS International Certification Services Pty
Ltd presented the certificate at a ceremony on 18 Sep, which
was followed by morning tea attended by members and
guests.

The ISO 9000 series of standards have been established by
international standards committees to define the obligations that
have to be met for a quality management system to be
considered as effective. Compliance with these standards may be
assessed either internally, or by a related organisation, such as
DQA in the case of the Defence Department or by an

Lydia Senior of SGS International Certification Sers .
presents COL David Jamison with DCPM-A’s Certificate of
Registration to AS/NZ ISO 9002:1994

independent third party. Third party accreditation is the highest

level of accreditation which can be achieved.

This achievement rewards nearly two years of preparation by
the members of DCPM-A in establishing a quality management
system. In late 1993 the Directorate management team
accepted that a quality system was needed in order to meet the
challenges which are now common throughout the government
sector and private industry, that is a shrinking budget combined
with a need to increase productivity and accept devolved
responsibilities. DCPM-A’s quality management system was
established to give us the capability to control and improve our
business by;
® improving customer service,

e controlling procedures and establishing common work
practices, as the basis for a continuing improvement
program, capturing corporate knowledge, and, increasing
staff ownership of results.

Our system, which became known as the Directorate Quality
Management System, (DQMS) has two essential features, a
quality management structure and a documentation regime. The
quality management structure includes a Quality Council, a
Working Group and Process Improvement Groups. Members
from all functional areas of DCPM-A and across all rank levels
have a role in this structure and have participated in the
development of the system. Our system documentation is
headed by a Quality Manual, which states our policy and
describes our organisation and the structure of the DQMS. This
is supported by a Procedures Manual, which details our
processes.

Of course many Defence organisations have adopted Total
Quality Management techniques and many have established
quality management systems which have been accredited by
DQA. DCPM-A made the decision to aim for third party
accreditation. This decision was taken partly to provide a focus
for the implementation, a tangible goal to aim for. It also served
to demonstrate our commitment to continuous improvement of
our processes, both internally and externally. Externally we were
particularly concerned to increase our credibility with suppliers,
who of course are required to conform to quality standards in
order to do business with the Defence Department. DCPM-A's
decision to aim for formal accreditation is consistent with Army’s
policy and commitment to improving management and
managing for continuous improvement by adopting TQM
principles.
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SuppLIERS To RovaL
AustRauIAN ARMY

B.P
RICHMOND
ROADHOUSE

Flinders Highway,
Richmond, Qld 4822

Diesel, petrol, LPG.
Piping hot Foods.

Phone (077) 41 3316
Fax (077) 41 3404

& SOUTHLAND
&%  MITSUBISHI
S “Our People Make the Difference”

Proud to be associated with the
Royal Australian Army

1102 SOUTH RD, EDWARDSTOWN
Phone: (08) 276 4599
Fax: (08) 374 0500

STRATHPINE

R.P. MOTORS

PTY. LTD.

For mechanical
repairs & service

@ Brake & clutch
overhauls
@ Automatic repairs &
service
@ Front end & steering
@® Electronic &

DYNO TUNING

“Specialising in
petrol injection
service”
HOLLEY PARTS
STOCKED

244 Leitchs Road,
Brendale

(07) 205 3700

(Opposite Australian Self
Storage)

= B

K.M.BURTON

“Affordable Excellence”

* New Homes * Renovations & Extensions

* Pergolas

* Decks

Design & Construction Service
Gold Card Licence No. 23207
All Suburbs

Ph: (07) 376 6665
Mob: 015 112 748 or Mob: 015 176 779 (iR

P.O. Box 93 Sumner Park 4074

AJS

ELECTRONIC
SERVICES

Sales & Repairs to:

1 G.P.S. & Plotters
1 Echo Sounders
(1 Marine radios
HF @ VHF @ UHF
O Auto Pilots

(1 Radars

Sales Agents for:

0 G.M.E. Garmin
0 Codan Marine
O Koden Marine
O Course Master
1 Micrologic

[ Cetrek

The Mooring Basin,
Frances Bay Drive,
Darwin
Ph: (089) 81 6341
Fax: (089) 81 9794

CURRENT CONTRACTOR TO THE ARMY

] & ] GREEN
ENTERPRISES

Building & Maintenance Contractors
Quality Workmanship

4 Gilrey Street, Toowong, 4066

Phone/Fax (07) 387 09737
Mobile (018) 190 787

GHAMPAYNE DIESEL SERVIGES

Authorised Dealer For

8BPerkins
WD)
DS

* LOMBARDINI + JOHNSON PUMPS

eronerax (077) 71 4403

113 BOUNDARY ST., SOUTH TOWNSVILLE P.O. BOX 182

Current Contractors
to Army

CH &CM.
D'Reilly
Wallangarra,
0ld 4383

Building &
Maintenance

Contractors

Phone
(076) 84 3390

Fax

(076) 84 3219

AFTER HOURS 73 4064
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Naturally this achievement does not mean that our quality
journey is at an end, however it has provided us with an
excellent base for continued improvement.

* Kk ok

LFF WKSP

EX GROUND HOG DAY (K95)

The LSF WKSP recently participated in Exercise
"Kangaroo 95. This was the first time since the
formation of the Workshop that the unit had
participated in such a fully operational environment for
such a large exercise.

The Workshop was involved in the exercise from mid-July
when the advance party left Hobart, until early September, when
the rear party returned. The main body (in two rotations)
deployed between 27 July and 27 August.

Over the period of the exercise, the Workshop maintained
varying strengths on the ground, reaching a maximum of 43

members. A total of 40 GRes soldiers particiﬁated in the
exercise, representing 65% of the effective strength of the unit.

Of these some 40% managed to beg, borrow or steal a months
leave from their civilian employment, rather than the usual two
weeks in order to attend K95.

The manning of the workshop was supplemented by
detachments from 1 LSG WKSP and 3 RECOV COY. These
combined with members of the Workshop's platoons to form
effective working teams.

A reasonable but not excessive flow of work reached the
workshop and a wide range of clients were served. An initial
burst of work followed deployment to the area as the only road
up to Weipa proved to be tougher than the vehicles travelling it.
Even one of the Mack Wreckers attached to the unit succumbed
and had to be recovered.

The greatest limitation on completion of work in the exercise
was not manpower but repair parts.

As a result the craftsmen of the unit had a lot of practice at
innovative repair, valuable training in itself.

The effort of everyone who participated in K95 is to be
commended.

The LSF WKSP was responsible for the defence of its section
of the JFSU perimeter. Thus, much time was spent on picquet in
the fortified strong points of the area. As no digging was allowed
in the area the fortifications took the form of large tyres, discarded
from the mine trucks. These were carefully camouflaged to

Trist Phot: .....
Above Left to Right: CFN Redman, CFN Pregnall both GRES

Tasmanians. Right: Left to Right:CPL Williams, CFN Pregnall, 5

CFN Redman (all Tasmanian GRES)

il ey
i

GE Sétio;hafa; work i i'e Ex admin time. Pers are LCPL
Green (Seated) from LSG WKSP (Brisbane) and CPL Harley
(TAS GRES)

resemble the remains of a mine accident and became a tediously
familiar hang-out for the majority of unit members.

Picquet duty became one of the familiar aspects recurring in
GHD 95.

Halfway through the exercise it was decided that the position
occupied by the workshop for the previous two weeks spoiled
the symmetry of the overall layout and that it would look better if
it was removed to the opposite perimeter.

In the new area there was a huge area of trees just outside
the perimeter. It was decided that some form of early warning
device was needed since this was a possible approach for the
Chicken Stranglers to use. What type of early warning device
should be used? Well, thanks to EIR, the 1SF WKSP developed
and tested a new one — TRIP HORNS! Yes, that's right a car
horn attached to a 77-set battery with a trip wire.

Several of these ingenious devices (along with a number of
‘dummies’) were sighted outside the Workshop perimeter by
their inventor, CPL ‘Ocker’ Williams. The trip horns were tested
by an unfortunate soldier from 51 FNQR who sheepishly
confessed to having tripped one. He admitted that he was
‘actually quite embarrassed to have tripped a RAEME early
warning device - let alone a trip-horn. He later admitted he
didn’t know how to tell his mates that he had done this.

The system was expanded by the addition of trip-(head) lights.
Unfortunately, JFSU HQ didn’t believe that the Workshop
actually had them. When the trip-horn was tripped HQ was
informed that an early warning device had been set off. After
some tactical discussions, the Workshop was told to make sure
that the fire from the trip flare had been put out, LT Chris
Gunson responded; “Sir, it's not a tripflare so there isn't a fire”.

“What is it then?” queried the 21C 10 JESU.

“A trip-horn”.

Extremely quickly, obviously not knowing what a trip
horn was the 21C attempted to cover himself and said: “I
didn’t think we had any of those yet.”

The response from LT Gunson:
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Y
slipping the 10 Tml shark cat at Weipa wharf.
Pers in photo are: Foreground CFN Evans (GRes 3 Recou). Right to
Left: CFN Gavin Senior: Right to Centre Unknown.
Right SSGT Christensen.

“You don’t. We are RAEME — we can make anything?”

The phone was immediately hung-up.

LT Lyons, Platoon Commander of the unit's Recovery Platoon
took on new ‘boggo’ duties while on exercise, renaming Operation
Balmoral the Battle of Portaloo. In the Pers/Log cell of HQ JFSU
LT Lyons assumed command of 60 portaloos and led them in the
war of environmental awareness (all fresh water in Weipa area
came from a very shallow water table, so summary execution
awaited any soul who contaminated the soil in any way?)

However, all was not well in the Portaloo FEBA. At one stage
there were at least 5 MIA’s in the AOA cunning and devious
plan saw four of these snatched back from the claws of the
enemy in a daring and gallant raid. This left just one stray from
the fold, feared killed by the hands of the Chicken Stranglers.
Finally, PTE Portaloo was spotted 500m away from his last
known location. Dragged helplessly through the Weipa scrub to
a secluded location the hapless prisoner was held by members of
11 BASB and tortured for more than a week. After being bog-
evaced out of the AO, PTE Portaloo was soon back to his
hygienic self after a bit of R&R (Removal and Refill).

Leaves you wondering what the Log in Pers/Log denotes?

Like any Army exercise worth its salt, EX K95 spawned a
host of new abbreviations and resurrected a few old ones.
Travelling to Weipa (Where Every Idiot Plays Army) was the first
time some of our crafties had been confronted by the GAFA
(Great Australian F*** All. GHD 95 summed it up well: Ground
Hog Day ‘95, where everything is the same, day after day, after
day, after day...

LT Gunson/LT Lyons

Written for the Unit Newsletter and modified for the
RAEME Craftsman by putting it on a block of wood and
hammering a nail through it.

* Kk %k

1 SIG REGT TECH SQN
by LT Bruce Innes and 2LT Dimitry Kandov

Welcome to the year’s sub-unit jottings of I Sig Regt
Tech Sqn. It has almost been a year since the unit, I Sig
Regt Wksp, changed to a sub-unit “Tech Sqn”, and what
a year it has been!

AWARDS:

MAJ S. B. Mitchell, the OC, received his DFSM. WO1 Pat
Keily, the ASM, received the second bar to his DFSM. CPL Ken
Gregory was awarded the third bar to his DFSM and was also
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presented with a trophy from the regiment for 30 years of
dedicated service by LT GEN Baker.

So far this year the Squadron has answered the call to
participate in several exercises and activities. Additionally hard
work and long hours ensured essential repairs and maintenance
on equipment necessary for I Div units deploying on Ex K95
were completed.

Tech Sqn'’s superior efforts resulted in victory in the I Sig
Regt, inter-squadron, Mil Skills Comp. The team lead by CPL
A.P. Gizycki were spurred on by the rousing battle cry
“remember the fridge”!

Ex Lightning Strike - This IMT training activity, conducted at
SWBTA, saw the squadron deploying for the first time as ‘T Sig
Regt Tech Sqn’. The aim of the training was to hone
everybodies Mil Skills to enable the total humiliation of the other
squadrons in the regiment during the aforementioned"
competition, which was achieved. It was also surprising that it
brought out a little bit of war pig in most participants. A platoon
of ‘gung ho, lock up your daughters, killing machines’ lead by LT,
Scott ‘I'm still a chippy’ Bradford was sent into feet blistering
action executing search and destroy missions. SGT Jim ‘I've
been in 3 RAR but couldn’t jump’ Barber, and CPLs Rob ‘I'd
rather be water skiing’ Love, Peter ‘I left the Sigs so I did not
have to do this’ Ryan and Mark ‘I do not #5%~& swear’
Wilson’ acted as the PL SGT and SECT COMDs. Although IMT
is a part of the job that the majority in RAEME tend to shy away
from, this exercise proved that the members of Tech Sqn are
utterly capable of performing in this role and even still smile
about it - even if it is on the inside.

EX TASMAN LINK 95 - This annual combined force offensive
live fire support exercise saw I Sig Regt deploy to SWBTA to
provide communications for the CFHQ to units of the Army,
Nawy and Airforce. These were deployed there to expel invaders
from Kamaria - again. The regiment performed the job
outstandingly well, assisted by a continuous (almost - lost it once
for ten minutes) supply of electricity from the FPDS (Field Power
Distribution System). This was the first time the unit was
deployed with the FPDS
supplying up to 150
users, including co-
located RAAF detach-
ments, with power from
two generators. The
‘Power Rangers’ (ELEC
SECT) lead by CPL Mark
Wilson ensured power
supply was maintained,
CPL Dave Morrisey’s
VMs were kept busy
reminding the Sigs that
vehicles tend to break-
down if not maintained,
and a constant flow of
broken radios assured
that CPL ‘PJ’ Ryan’s .
boffins were only seen
for feedings and for the
purging of the products
of feeding. As the major ~
exercise for the squadron for 1995 it was a great success and to
anyone being posted here ensure to ask about some of the
numerous humourous adventures that occurred.

EX CREVICE CREEPER - This was the squadron’s Adventure
Training activity for 1995 and was an introduction to the joys of
caving into MT Etna, near Rockhampton in Central Queensland.
It seemed the point of this exercise was to see how many
soldiers could be stuffed into very small holes in the ground. The
expertise and instruction was provided by a sadistically zestful
CPL Dave Morrisey. Crevice Creeper ensured that some
members became embarrassingly aware that a well rounded diet
is or is not a laughing matter, depending on your perspective.
WO02 Brett Danvers, while trying to egress through a particularly
narrow exit, became firmly jammed with no foot holds. Getting
no response to his plea for assistance from SGT John Hervey
had a minute or two to contemplate the possibility he had been

CPL Marty Burgess making an abseil
descent into the murky depths of
the mountain,

Ex Crevice Creeper
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abandoned there. Needless to say after the amusement had been
had he was freed and another, bigger exit was found.

EX LONG LOOK - CPL Andy Clark arrived in 15 July 95
from Britain. As a telecommunications technician he is posted
with HQ First Armoured Division and Signal Regiment based at
Herford, Germany. He returns on 22 November 95 having
visited North Queensland, Brisbane, Darwin, Sydney, Canberra,
Melbourne, Perth and property near Inverell??2??. Half his luck
and that of the fortunate members of the squadron who have
joined him for these swans, sorry official visits. All have reported
the activity as a great success, and why wouldn'’t they.

EX BLAZING SHOT - The annual range practice took place
at Greenbank and included the Applied Marksmanship Practice,
a static grenade practice and a CFA. Significant results were

-achieved by SGT T.G. Patton, CFN D.K. James, and CFN B.R,
Nothrop who all qualified as marksman.

Special mention should be made of CPL Tom Foster who
participated in the ski trip across the Himalayas with
representatives of the United States Army, British Army, and
Indian Army.

This year also saw the establishment of 20 ARES positions
within the squadron. These new members will perform their
70 day commitment on a ‘special conditions’ basis, which is to
say that no separate ARES section will exist. Rather the ARES
members will work side by side with the ARA, gaining valuable
experience by being a part of permanently functioning
sections. Special conditions also means there is no
requirement to attend on Tuesday nights or weekends but
rather attend during the normal working hours. Participation in
sub-unit training and exercises when the member is free from
other work commitments. This system is more flexible for the
soldier in that normal ARES units require attendance to a
single annual camp whereas the attendance requirement of
ARES service can be performed in a single block with the
squadron which may include an exercise and/or participation
in normal squadron training and work at Enoggera. If there are
any serving members of the ARA or ARES in Southeast
Queensland who may wish to transfer to an ARES position in
Tech Sqn contact LT Bruce Innes, the ARES EMEOPS LT for
the squadron (07 3354 6219)

It is hoped that through an active recruiting programme
the ARES element will expand in 1996 from the current level
of one. The training calendar for the remainder of 1995 and
into 1996 includes a number of challenging activities,
including adventure training, IMT (again), a deployment, and
other sub-unit training. Tech Sqn, although only recently
amalgamated as a sub-unit of | Sig Regt, has shown that it is
not only vital to its efficient operation, but also hold its own
against the other squadrons in all matters military, sport and
effectiveness.

* Kk ok

ADF HELICOPTER SCHOOL

All Army pilots wishing to fly rotary wing aircraft have
to start their helicopter training at the Australian
Defence Force Helicopter School (ADFHS), which is
situated at RAAF base Fairbairn, Canberra. This
establishment has a staff of both military and civilian
personnel that maintain the Aerospatiale AS350BA
Squirrel helicopter.

The training of helicopter pilots has taken place at Fairbairn
for many years under the RAAF No 5 Squadron banner. On 01
JAN 90 the Australian Defence force Helicopter School was
formed, and for a time there was a mixture of Army, RAAF and
civilians that worked together to support the School. Over a
period of time the RAAF personnel were posted out and it
became primarily an Army unit.

SGT Gre Smidt rkin ona squirrel. (Conrtun'ations Gregon
vour GOC Trg Comd Commendation for Services to the Helo School)

In JULY 1993 Aerospace Technologies of Australia Limited
(ASTA) entered into a formal agreement with the
Commonwealth of Australia to provide technical support to
maintain the Army's eighteen Squirrel aircraft, for a contracted
period of three years.

The ADFHS runs many aircraft courses during the year
which comprise the following:

a. Two basic Army flying courses (five months each);

b. Two basic Navy flying courses (three months each);

c. Three Loadmaster courses (two and a half meonths); and
d. Five aircraft technical courses.

ow (left to right) LT P. Evertsen, CPL R. Weiland, CPL
Skriveris and SGT Czislowski. Front row (left to right) SGT
Tichborne, PO Oswald, CPL R. Molloy and SGT Greg Smidt

The flying courses are taught and assessed by Army, Navy
and overseas instructors, while the technical training is
conducted by Army and civilian instructors, that are qualified on
the aircraft systems and operations. The role of the RAEME
aircraft tradesman at Fairbairn is to provide maintenance
support to the School. The forecast flying rate for the year is
approximately 7000 hours.

The Army current manning on the floor is:
a. Two engine/airframe sergeants;

b. One avionics sergeant;

c. Two engine/airframe corporals: and

d. One avionics corporal.

If maintenance is contracted why do we have military
personnel here? This is a good question, in short the reason is
quite simple, if ASTA defaults on their contract by being unable
to meet their obligations or the Army cancels the contract then
they (the Army) have a small core of trained personnel to call on
to help keep the unit (ADFHS) running while more military
personnel are being trained.

A dramatic change in man power has occurred in the number
of maintenance personnel since the start the contract with
ASTA. In the good old days there were approximately 110
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ﬁ COMMUNICATIONS [l
AT WORK —

Gary Mason

Voice and Data Specialist

» Fibre Optics * Lans * Data Cabling ¢ PABX & Small
Business Systems * Antenna & Satellite TV

1 Basil Court, Baranduda Vic 3691
Mobile 015 933 961 ¢ Phone (060) 20 8626

Austel Lic. 03469909150

WHEELTOWN
maZia

Quality New and Used Vehicles

« For service before, during and after the sale
« Quality mechanical staff experienced in all

makes and models

Sales: 159-161 Melbourne Road, Wodonga Fax (060) 56 1376

Car Sales: (060) 56 2500

Services: 165 Melbourne Road, Wodonga
Parts & Service: (060) 56 2500 A/H: (060) 56 1640

Proudly chosen
by the Army
Divisions

oUTBACK
‘ FORKLIFTS

SERVICE,
REPAIRS &
PARTS

FOR MOST MAKES
OF FORKLIFTS & ‘

TRUCKS

4 Traders Way
Mt Isa QlId 4825

Phone:
(077) 43 0322

Fax:

(077) 43 0681 I

Proud
Contractor to
the Army

Mark Nixon

Automotive

Specialists in

» Electronic Fuel
Injection

e Manual
Transmission

* Auto
Transmission

* Modifications

Quality Work
Guaranteed
377 Woolcock St
Garbutt 4814
(off Pilkington St)
Phone:
(077) 75 2155

NORTHSIDE

DIESEL
& ENG. SERVICES

Pty. Ltd.

Old Gympie Road
P.O. Box 604
Caboolture Q 4510

Telephone:

(074) 95 4133

Fax:

(074) 95 7011

Service & Spare Parts

* Trucks & Trailers

e Tractors

* All Farm Machinery

e Welding & Engineering

cERES o

@

Tulls

(A Division of Bowater Tutts
Industries Pty Ltd)

ACN 004 322 123

* Manufacturers »
Service Sales &
Spare Parts of Army
Heavy Construction
Machinery

Melbourne:

Gwelo Street,
Tottenham, Vic 3012

Phone:

(03) 9314 0011

Fax (03) 9314 2079

P.O. Box 145
Footscray West, 3012
QUALITY SYSTEM

CERTIFIED TO
AS 3901/ISO 9001

REGN NO 6658

Current Contractors to the Army

W.]. Jackson Pty Ltd

-----------------------------

Earthmoving & Construction
Road Making

--------------------------

29 Waratah Way Wodonga 3690

Ph (060) 24 1804
Mobile (018) 578 374 Fax (060) 59 2987

SEYMOUR TYRE SERVICE

AUTHORISED DEALER FOR:
DUNLOP & OLYMPIC TYRES
e PASSENGER e LIGHT TRUCKS ¢ COMMERCIAL
¢ AGRICULTURAL e INDUSTRIAL TYRES
e COMPUTERISED WHEEL ALIGNMENT & BALANCING

CENTURY BATTERY STOCKIST
With full range passenger & commercial baiteries
(057) 99 1090 Mobile 018 545 380
Fax 99 1092
Factory 1, 55-59 Emily St, Seymour 3660
ROAD SIDE SERVICE AVAILABLE
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RAAF/Army maintenance personnel supporting the Army's
eighteen Squirrel aircraft but now the same job is being done by
only 45 ASTA employees and 7 Army personnel. [t is
interesting to note that nearly 95% of the ASTA employees at
RAAF Base Fairbairn are ex-military members and this certainly
has many advantages for ASTA especially working on military
aircraft and using military paperwork.

All ASTA employees operate under what is known as the
cellular structure which simply means that the cell leader
(foreman) is in overall control of his cell (section) then next in
line come his independent inspectors followed by his progressive
inspectors and finally his tradesmen. All cell members have a say
in how they think the cell or a service should be run. The union
which covers the ASTA employees at RAAF Base Fairbairn is
called the Aircraft Manufacturers and Workers Union (AMWU)
of which approximately 65% of the ASTA employees are
members and during a recent industrial dispute there was a bit of
unrest but this has now past and peace has returned.

The AS350BA Squirrel is a basic utility/trainer with the
following characteristics:

a. Crew Two pilots or one pilot and one crewman;

b. Powerplant Single Turbomeca Arriel 1B gas turbine,
producing 640 SHP (de-rated to 483
SHP);

¢. Maximum range 360 nautical miles;

d. Maximum weight 2100 kg; and

e. Overall length 12.99 meters.

Under the terms of the contractual agreement ASTA, in
conjunction with the Army personnel must provide the
following maintenance support to the ADFHS:

. Flight line maintenance;

. Minor servicing (R1 & R2);

Major servicing (R3 & R4);

. Bay service;

Life support;

Document control using a Maintenance Control Section and
aided by the Computer Aided Maintenance Management
System (CAMM) and;

g. Provide maintenance support for all aircraft deployments.

The maintenance facility is made up of a combination of

cells, these are:

. Flightline;

. Operating maintenance (Hangar and Safety Equip.);
Maint control./Maint co-ordination (M.C.S.);

. Deeper maintenance (Avionics and Bayservice); and
. Spares (Supply).

The area where pilots receive their- aircraft, -get their jollies,
break it and give it back to us to fix is known as flightline.
Flightline facilitates flight servicings (before and after flights).
These are usually carried out in the early mornings and late
evenings and in Canberra in winter it can be a bit brisk to say
the least, especially in the mornings scraping ice off the
windscreens while the wind blows off the snow on the
mountains. In the evenings or at the end of flying for the day,
the aircraft are tied down (the blades tied down in case of wind)
and covers are fitted except for Fridays when they are brought
into the hangar for the weekend.

Which brings us to Operating maintenance, this is carried out in
the hangar by a highly capable and efficient team of workaholics.
These men all from varied backgrounds work as a well oiled
machine, at times so smoothly it looks as if there is no one working
in the hangar at all. As part of the Operating maintenance is the
safety equipment section which is always a hive of activity, just ask
them. In this section they maintain the pilots helmets, safety
equipment (both personal and on the aircraft), any materials that
need repair or replacement ie. seat covers etc.

Next on the list is M.C.S., this tightly knit group of ever laughing
and over zealous people are responsible for forecasting servicings,
and monitoring all paper work and CAMM work pertaining to
anything to do with the aircraft, something like the Gestapo, then
they come and give you a friendly reminder that you've made a
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mistake, just before the inquisition. This is a large responsibility and
make a sizable contribution to the way maintenance runs, if you
need a second opinion just ask them again.

Deeper maint. is conducted both in Avionics and Bay service.
Avionics being the life blood of the whole maintenance
organisation, meaning that transfusions are a regular
occurrence, this section is full of broad shouldered intelligent
people who believe that they carry and support the real workers,
the engine/airframe fitters.

Bayservice is where module changes, major repairs and
overhaul of engines are carried out. Most servicings and repairs
to engines and avionics equipment can be carried out within the
Helo School.

The Spares cell has the unenviable task of trying to supply
parts and equipment to the maintainer’s while at the same time
sending repairable parts away to contractors, this spares cell
being no different to any other that I have worked with, it can't
keep everyone happy all of the time.

So maintenance at the Helo School carries on at a pace that
I'm sure only a select few would be able to handle, and I assure
you it's tough being one of the few.

Deployments involving the maintenance personnel of the
ADF Helo School differ to other units such as 171, 161, 162
due to the reason that the maintenance is under CSP contract.
The majority of the deployments are for support of the student
pilots and loadmasters, there is also the odd recovery as well.

The unit basically operates around the students hence there
are known and established deployments at approximately the
same time each year. These deployments allow basic flying
training to be conducted outside of busy Canberra air space.

A deployment originates when a warning order is received by
the maintenance co-ord consisting of the basic requirements for
the task, eg; aircraft requirements, timings, duration etc. This is
then followed up by an operational order, stating aircraft
requirements, fuel, accommodation, itinerary and so forth which
is sent to all units involved with the deployment.

Accommodation during deployments is normally the
hotel/motel type, because we are working with a civilian
company they include us (no complaints here) however, if the
task is a recovery from an unpopulated area then it's tents,
sleeping bags and barbie.

Working conditions are normally on hard standing and
operating from some form of building with fire and medical
services close at hand, for example, at Wagga operations are
carried out from the back of the base and a large ATCO hut is
used for fight line and brew room which has a fridge and air
conditioning, although it’s a little crowded at times, beats a tent.

The ADF Helo School is an important training establishment
for future Army helicopter pilots. As with any aviation unit,
operational performance is merely a reflection of the craftsmans
ability to keep aircraft serviceable. The close working
relationship between the Army and ASTA aircraft tradesman,
make this unit a rewarding and enjoyable workshop. Postings
here are hard to acquire and once it's obtained, one does not
want to leave due to the good location and environment.

* Kk &

RAEME AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE
SCHOOL

“The Outlook” Boonah

The Upper Echelon of the RAEME Aircraft Maintenance
School (RAMS) recently decided to conduct adventure
training at “The Outlook”, Boonah.

This establishment is a non-profit Government organisation
which provides adventure training-type activities for young
offenders about to be released from custody. The funds for this
are raised by providing similar facilities for organisations such as
large companies and the Defence Force. What follows is an
account of the more ‘juicy bits’ from our three day stay there...

We were issued our allowances for the course the day before
we were due to go so most of us went straight out and bought
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essential supplies such as Hahn Ice, Powers Light and V.B.
SSGT Pete “P squared” Pile’s choice was left in the fridge at
home by mistake, or so he'd have us believe. He spent the rest
of the time there borrowing beers from the rest of us...

On the trip down from Oakey, the participants had the
honour of being ‘baby-sat’ by the OC, CAPT ‘I'm still in” Barry
Skinner, WO1 ‘Grandad’ Mick Loneragan and WO1 ‘Uncle’
John Dack. It seemed like a long journey. It's so much fun
hearing about the good old days.

Day One. We eventually (and thankfully) arrived and were
met by our host and Activity Leader, Chris. His wife had just had
their EIGHTH child, and they're not even Catholic! It’s no
wonder that he likes to get away for the odd three days to host
these activities. Probably needs time to recharge his batteries.
Buying a TV would be easier! We were shown to our
accommodation and invited to take Morning Tea before

commencing with the planned activities. It seems that an
‘unplanned’ “activity was taking place at the same time back

home in Toowoomba, because SGT Kieran “Baby Machine”
Gahan'’s wife phoned up to let him know that she had gone into
labour, early. Kieran immediately jumped back on the transport
to head home for a completely different kind of ‘adventure’. He
arrived just in time...to miss the birth!

Our first impressions of the place were, how can we put it,
mixed. We were located right next to the local, very full
cemetery . This was probably for the people who failed the
course. Many of us were under the impression that this was
going to be a tree-hugging, talk-fest for Sensitive New Age
Guys/Girls, and were less than overjoyed to be there. The only
advantages to the situation that we could initially see were that
the three “geriatrics” were going back with the transport and we
had three days of healthy outdoor activities to look forward to
(supplemented by daily intravenous alcohol shots).

The first activity was a low rope confidence course. Chris gave
us a very stringent safety brief and then asked for a volunteer to
demonstrate the course. Quick as a flash, CPL Neil “Choike
Monster” Choyce bravely stepped forward (actually, he climbed
over three equally keen, equally mentally-deficient members to
get to the start). One by one we filed through, displaying varying
levels of balance and agility. Notable performances came from
SSGT Geoff “Don't call me Gary” Thornton (in-joke) and CPL
Dave “Tarzan” Hutchison. The course was not low enough for
CPL Julie “Terra Firma” Conca’s liking.

Next came the pallet exercise. This involved each member
swinging across ‘shark-infested, poison something-or-other’ and
landing on a small pallet. At one point, Julie ended up
sandwiched in the middle and was heard to comment, “I hope
everyone’s brushed their teeth and used plenty of deodorant this
morning”. We actually managed to get everyone onto the pallet
within the time limit, and were gloating on how good we were
when Chris said, “Let’s try that again with a smaller pallet.”

Even though the second time round was going to be more
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difficult, we felt that we could complete the activity, as we had
the benefit of the experience of the first time. As it turned out,
we were doing remarkably well, and were just beginning to feel
confident when it came to the turn of CPL “Ex-Mortar Plin”
Soc. “Socy” weighed up the situation, took careful aim, swung
out, and completely missed everyone. When he landed back
where he'd started from, a rather embarrassed Socy was heard
to remark, “That was just a practice swing.” Yeah, right! (We
corrected his fall of shot and succeeded in finally getting
everyone on board).

After smoko, Chris placed two eggs on the floor. He told us
that we had to carry the eggs through all the remaining activities
and, at the end of the day, construct a craft made from straws
around each egg which would protect the egqg when dropped
from 2.4 m (8 foot in old pre-decimal money) onto a hard
surface. SGT Andy “Stevo” Stevenson confidently picked up .
one of the eggs. His egg lasted 10 minutes, due to a slight
accident with a chain securing a gate. For the first time in living
memory, Stevo was lost for words...

The scenario for the next activity involved the group being -
split into two sections. We were told that a recent nuclear
explosion had rendered us all ‘blind’, so to simulate this we all
put on blindfolds (presumably, we were all immune to the blast
and radiation effects). The two groups were separated by a river
of shark-infested, poison which could only be crossed by a very
narrow bridge. The objective was for each group to locate half
of a radio antenna (simulated by a long piece of rope), then get

L to R: Peter Pole,
Andrew Stevenson, Paul
Fitz Henry, Geoff
Thorton, Ian Groves,
David Huthenson, Kevan
John, Gary Sherlock, Glen
Robiwicitz, Rod Choyce,
Julie Tonea & the
facilitator Chris Stewart.
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together via the bridge. We then as a group had to form the two
halves of the antenna into triangles so that combined, they
formed a perfect square.

Group one decided to form up in a line and do a circular
search, on hands and knees, around the end person (P-squared).
This method proved highly effective, and they had located their
piece in no time at all. They then set off in search of the other
group. Group two on the other hand, couldn’t be bothered to
kneel down (probably something to do with the copious amounts
of horse poop laying around). They stumbled around, at one -
point actually walking right over the rope. SSGT Gary “spots a
beer at 100 metres” Sherlock was heard to comment at that
point, “I've found the rope. No, it's only horse *|#@*." Don't
give up your day job Gary. ’

Group one finally managed to locate and cross the bridge,
and locate Group two. The combined group then located the
second piece of rope. It was now time to form our two pieces of
rope into triangles, and ultimately, a square. This was the point

at which the Artificers took charge (“P-squared”, “spots a beer at
100 metres”, Paul “Cheetah” FITZ-HENRY, “Don’t call me
Gary” & “Stevo”). Although we finally managed to complete the
task, it was very revealing later when we watched the video to
see all the ‘Arts’ elbowing their way in past the junior ranks. So

much for equality!

The last activity involved most of the group being separated
onto different ‘islands’ and having to retrieve a bucket containing
pieces of a puzzle and some of the straws required to build our
‘egg-craft’. Meanwhile, Chris had tasked CPL Glen “Strong,
silent-type” Kolomeitz and SGT lan “I'm only new at the unit”
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Groves with building a bridge across another river to where we
were to eventually assemble the puzzle and drop the egg. The
group finally managed to achieve both tasks, once the Arts were
reigned in.

The climax of the day came when we dropped the egg. Much
thought went into the design of the craft. Finally, the craft was
built, and a hushed silence fell over the group (the first time that
had happened since we got there!) as the egg was dropped.
“Crack” - one broken egg! So much for plan ‘A’ ....

When we arrived back at the accommodation, we were met
by SGT John “Someone has to support Canterbury” Britnell,
. who was already on his third or fourth beer. It seems “JB” had
been phoned by the Boss and told that he was to be Kieran's
replacement. The Boss had instructed him to be ready to be
picked up from home at 2 pm. John complained to us that the
‘transport had actually turned up at midday, and he hadn't had
time to pack enough beer! Poor John.

Day Two. This day started with the collection of our two eggs
followed by a high ropes course which culminated in a 100 metre
flying fox over the top of (what appeared to be) a bottomless
chasm. We found that a crane would have been useful for some
of the larger Canterbury supporting members. Following on from
this, we had to scale a climbing wall which would have resulted in
a pile of flattened bodies were it not for our safety ropes. These
ropes we learned to appreciate later in the day.

After a few more problem solving activities we ended up
blindfolded walking through a rope maze in the bush (still with
our two eggs). Try to visualise a group of a dozen people (and
two eggs) blindly thrashing through the bush attempting to find a
string of Xmas bells at head height. Nearing the end when we
thought that we were home and hosed, disaster struck, ‘Choike
Monster’ broke the egg. This meant that we had only one egg
left with which to build a craft for the egg drop. Once again our
learned Arts (who have been to university) constructed a craft
that was to succeed like no other......... NOT!

We decided to cook a BBQ for ourselves that night because it
gave us the excuse to start drinking sooner....

Day Three. This day started with the collection of the eggs
which, as a group we promised that they would live until the end
of the day. We completed all of the activities with a high degree
of success with one of our eggs surviving the fall in craft made
by CPL David “not an ART” Hutchison.

As the sun was getting lower in the sky we trudged back in
the direction of the accommodation; straight past it and onto the
‘“Tree of Doom’ which consisted of a minute platform supported
in a tree 30 feet above the ground. "Very nice’ we thought ‘but
I'm glad that we are not going up there’. How wrong we were.
The climb up wasn’t so bad but the launching of oneself into
space at a trapeze 400 feet away took some doing. Some of the
members discovered that adrenelin was actually brown and a
number actually emitted a “phut, phut, phut” noise from their
posterior that could be heard from over 30 feet away.

This activity was made all the more harder by the fact that
we were being supported by what seemed to be only a thin
piece of cotton. All bar one of the members completed this
activity with varying degrees of grace. The one member who
did not attempt this was overheard as saying ‘I've done my 20
years and my pension is in my pocket. I'm not going near that
thing!!!!!",

On our way back to our accommodation, we were taken to
inspect the most challenging activity (this is psychologist talk for
‘terrifying’). This consisted of standing on top of a telegraph
pole and launching oneself (again) at a trapeze 600 feet away
this time. He asked us to discuss this overnight and let him know
of our decision.

We had another BBQ and discussed the pole activity over a
few amber fluids and it seemed that the further into the night we
got, the lower the pole seemed to get with some members actually
believing that they could fly by the end of the night. Consequently
five brave (insane?) souls volunteered for the deed. Everyone
agreed to get up early to set up the activity before breakfast.

Day Four. Three people got up. These three brave souls set
off into the, to say the least, ‘bloody freezing’ conditions to set
up. Soon after breakfast the entire crew was there to see these
five pioneers of stupidness launch themselves into space.
Personally speaking, it was the most terrifying thing that I have
had to do since I cut my own leg off and glued it back on with
araldite. Just joking, but it was really scary !! The participation
rate was down slightly on the previous day for some reason
(must have been the cold) with nine people doing the deed. In
fact some could not believe that they were doing it even when
they were falling out of the sky. Others, however, found it
comfortable and attempted it twice.

This concluded all the activities so we said our goodbyes and
proceeded home.

In summary, some of us went into the programme with the
preconception that this was going to be one of those ‘tree-
hugging, sensitive new age guys/girls, self actualisation’
experiences. In hindsight, we had fun and learnt a lot about
ourselves and each other. We would recommend this course to
anyone, with two provisos:

1. approach the course with an open mind; and
2. one carton of beer each is not enough for the three days, so
take more.

Scribes: SSGT Pete Pile and SGT Andy Stevenson. (Over for
end of year movements)

As usual the end of the year has consisted of many postings
in and out.

RAMS says hoo-roo to the following :

LT Glen “LT2” Williams Bandiana Log Gp
WO1 Rod “ RV” Smith Darling Downs Log Bn

WO2 Perry “PB” Belford

WOZ2 Roger Lee

WO2 Ken Chambers

WO2 Mal Simmons (FTS)

WO2 Alf Vanderhorst (FTS)
SGT Sel Herrod

SGT Andrew “Stevo” Stevenson
SGT Kieran Gahan

SGT John Ellison (FTS)

SGT Steve “Smuts” Smith (FTS)
CPL Neil “Choike”™ Choyce

A big warm RAMS G'day to:
WO1 Craig Stewart

WO2 Chris VanPeperstraten

WO2 Ray Formosa
WO2 Rocky Girdlestone
SSGT Cameron

SGT Stead

SGT McMahon

SGT Ian Groves

SGT Trevor Gillham
SGT Dex Panter

CPL Griffin

MEA (Acft Det Oakey)
Army LM Sgn

MEA (Acft Det Oakey)
Back to civwy street
Back to civwy street
161 Recce Sqn
Darling Downs Log Bn
5 Avn Regt TSS

Back to civwy street
Back to civwy street
171 Comd & Liaison Sgn

On promotion from 5 Avn
Regt TSS

On promotion from 5 Avn
Regt TSS

MEA Melb

MEA (Acft Det Oakey)
Army LM Sgn

5 Avn Regt TSS

5 Avn Regt TSS

1 Div Postal

LTS (Arts Cse)

LTS (Arts Cse)

Darling Downs Log Bn
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1 AVN REGT TASS

Written by LT D A. Phillips

As this edition of the RAEME Craftsman concentrates
on RAEME Support to the Arms, one such organisation
which fits into this category is the 1st Aviation
Regiment Technical Administrative Support Squadron.
For those who are not familiar with the 1st Aviation
Regiment, it consists of five squadrons of which four operate
aircraft. The flying squadrons consist of 161 Recce Sqn located
at RAAF Base Darwin and 162 Recce Sqn located at Lavarack
Barracks, Townsville. The remaining two flying squadrons are
171 Op Spt Sgn and 173 Survl Sgn located at the Army
Aviation Centre, Oakey. The Technical Administrative Support
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Squadron (TASS) makes up the fifth squadron and is also located
at Oakey. The title of the squadron very much reflects its role in
the Regiment, especially for the Oakey based squadrons. It was
formed in 1994 and is made up of members from a variety of
corps, which include RAEME, RAAOC, RACT, AAAvn, AACC
and RAAMC. The squadron itself is commanded by a RAEME
MAJ, who must be a qualified aircraft engineering officer. 1995
saw MAJ Andrew Drayton march-in from 2/14 Lighthorse
Regiment as the new OC replacing MAJ Mick Ward, who
developed the TASS concept.

The TASS provides the Regiment with support in several
areas. From a RAEME perspective this includes the maintenance
of vehicles, weapons, ground based radios, generator sets,
general engineering tasks, recovery, aircraft structural repair and
aircraft life support. These functions are all provided by the
Ground Support Troop. The other functions of the TASS are
provided by the Logistic Troop which covers the Q-Store,
transport, catering and medical support. The squadron is also
responsible for the Regiment EMEOPS cell.

Owerall the squadron has had an interesting year so far. The
month of May saw the TASS have its first squadron deployment
in the form of Exercise Trojan Trump. It started with two days at
Purga Range near RAAF Amberley, which provided an
opportunity for the squadron to engage in some range practice
on both Steyr and Minimi. Once things warmed up, the party
then moved to the Greenbank Military Training Area where the
fun continued with more range practices, including the 9mm
pistol. The soldiers and JNCOs also participated in a leadership
and initiative exercise which was overseen by the Officers and
SNCOs of the squadron. At times it proved to be a bit frustrating
for the participants, but it was quite enjoyable and comical for
the DS. It also revealed that the Regiment ASM WO1 Ed Klein
has a stingy streak, as he was extremely tight with the marks on
his initiative exercise. To top off the fun, the OC ensured that
the entire squadron made full use of the gas hut prior to leaving
Greenbank, which proved a real treat. Overall Trojan Trump was
a successful and enjoyable exercise, which must be credited to
the organisational skills of the 2IC CAPT Dave Laurie and the
SSM WO2 John Wantling.

As the month of July approached, the TASS geared up for the
big journey north to support the Regiment for Exercise K95.
Apart from the major exercises mentioned above, the TASS has
also provided support throughout the year when requested by the
other squadrons. One example is the transport section under
WO2 Dave Williams, which has conducted drivers courses both in
Oakey and Townsville this year. In true truckie fashion they've
managed to break the odd Landrover and Unimog, as well as blow
their yearly quota of tyres. Needless to say, the Ground Support
Troop workshop under SGT Dave Dunne has provided sterling
service and recovery to ensure the courses progressed smoothly.
The vehicle mechanics and fitters of Ground Support Troop also
managed to score the odd trip to Evans Head, Shoalwater Bay
and other exotic locations, when supporting squadron
deployments. For the Regiment’s medics, under the careful
scrutiny of SGT Glen Mclnnes, its been a busy year operating the
RAP while also swanning around the country providing Aero
Medical Evacuation (AME) support with 171 Op Spt Sqn.

Although the TASS provides support to an Arms corps unit,
it still manages to enjoy itself along the way. While in Darwin on
Exercise K95 we managed to visit the casino, take a cruise on
the Adelaide River and have the odd function down on the
beach. There was also a TASS presence at the Beer Can
Regatta and the Darwin Cup, which is the highlight of the racing
season up north. While in Darwin we also had our fair share of
interesting situations, which is what prompts most people to
write these articles.

One example involved the OC, 2IC and SSM becoming
trapped in the OC’s office at RAAF Darwin, after the lock on
the door broke. After a hastily convened orders group, they
devised a plan and were able to escape from their unplanned
internment by climbing out the window. Unfortunately, news of
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Exercise Trojan Trump allowed the TASS to deploy its new recon
troop, which has a significant listening capacity but a limited
observation capability. (Left to Right) CPL T Hewitt, CEFN R Webster,
CPL BJ King and CPL R Willmott.

their predicament spread quite quickly thanks to the Orderly
Room staff, which led to a subsequent increase in morale.

Being a Land Comd unit, the emphasis on physical fitness
while on Exercise K95 was also strong within the TASS. On one
occasion, a PT session involved an initiative run where the
members of the squadron were required to run back to RAAF
Darwin with only a map to show the way. It was up to the
individual which route they took, but the shortest distance was
approximately eight kilometres. Over this distance most expected
the OC to be the first back to the base, but this was not to be. In
a display of cunning and initiative CPL Nangy Francis, CPL Craig
Forbes and LCPL Tracy Parker managed to cover the distance in
approximately nine minutes with the assistance of three lifts from
unsuspecting Darwin motorists. For their efforts they were
rewarded at a later date with a personal PT session with the OC
over a slightly longer distance, and were encouraged by the rest
of the squadron as we drove past on the bus.

Although located in Darwin for the duration of Exercise K95,
the TASS was subjected to harassing operations by Orangeland
ground forces. On one occasion they gained access to RAAF
Base Darwin to sabotage a vital asset. That asset was the chair
folding canvas of the Regiment EMEOPSO CAPT Ken Hoppe,
who is well known at RAEME Training Centre. Orangeland
commandos actually gained access to CAPT Hoppe's palatial
sleeping quarters (20 x 40 tent), and then suspended the chair in
question from the roof. When CAPT Hoppe returned to his tent
after another hard day of solving the Regiment's EME problems,
he was disgusted to find his chair had disappeared. After
threatening to exact retribution from the gquilty parties, he was
about to set off in pursuit of the perpetrators in patrol order
when he discovered his chair about ten feet above his head.
CAPT Hoppe was later heard to comment on how effective the
harassment operations conducted by the Orangelanders were.
The TQMS, WOZ2 Tony Clark was also subjected to a similar
type of raid which resulted in everything he had brought to
Darwin being suspended from the roof. :

Unfortunately when participating in a major exercise there is
always the risk of personal injury. The squadron wasn’t in
Darwin long, before we had our first exercise casualty in the _
form of CFN Rick Webster. Unfortunately Rick came off the
workshop pushbike and damaged his knee. This led to a knee
reconstruction at a later date, and an unscheduled all expenses
paid holiday in Mitchell Hospital on the way back from Darwin,
However, the subsequent accident investigation found that CFN
Webster was in fact not licensed to operate the bike, but has
since been trade tested and recommended that he attend a safe
riding course. The serviceability of workshop bikes was a major
concern while on Exercise K95.

For Ground Support Troop, Exercise K95 provided an
opportunity to practice old skills and learn some new ones. On the
road trip up to Darwin, CPL Brett Bryant and our RPS CPL, Marty
alias Emu alias Splitter managed to trial the Unimog fitted without a
windscreen, after an unexpected encounter with a road train. With
the absence of SGT Dave Dunne for dubious medical reasons, CPL
Wally Eremas took on the role of running the vehicle workshop while
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in Darwin. In what could only be described as a courageous decision,
Wally decided to employ our underutilized fitters CPL Brett Bryant,
CFN Sean Low and CFN John Davis on VM'’s tasks. So, armed with
sledge-hammers and a distinct lack of mechanical knowledge, Brett,
Lowy and Davo took on the VM’s at their own game.

In case you were wondering Wal, that sought of decision will
not get you a posting back to Engineers. Meanwhile, our only
fitter elec CPL Brains Tarrant was busy keeping the electricity
connected to the tent lines and the beer fridge working. In case
Brains got bored while on exercise, the rest of us made a
concerted effort to blow up the washing machines and dryers to
keep him busy. Ground Support Troop was also required to

“provide one VM to 162 Recce Sqn for the duration of the
exercise. The eventual winner of this keenly contested
competition was LCPL Jason Ballard, who now owns a rather

vextensive collection of Northern Territory dust and dirt.

While on Exercise K95 some of our soldiers (mainly the truckies)
also had the opportunity to participate in NORFORCE vehicle
patrols, which proved to be a new experience. Unfortunately the
OC's dark side surfaced when he volunteered some of the guys for
a foot patrol, but it slipped his mind until he dropped them off at
Larrakeyah Barracks. Having finished our work in Darwin earlier
than expected, the TASS then departed the exercise to solve
problems in other hotspots of the world such as Katherine,
Tennant Creek, Mt Isa, Longreach, Mitchell and finally Oakey. The
OC was also required to assist in matters of strategic regional
importance, which saw him depart the exercise early for Thailand.

On the social scene, the squadron had its first all-ranks mixed
dinner which was held at Oakey on the 7 Jul. It proved to be an
enjoyable night with the OC’s dancing style resembling
something out of the “Thunderbirds” TV programme. The
RQMS WO1 John Boyd also educated the masses with his wide
variety of moves on the dance floor. This year also saw the
inaugural clash for the Rare As Rocking Horse Shield. This
involved a game of rugby league between the Offrs/WO/SNCO
and ORs. The teams were made up of members from both TASS
and Regimental Headquarters. It proved to be a very close and
exciting game in which the ORs ran away to win. Best on ground
was the QM LT Bob Murdoch, while L CPL Alby Anderson was
voted best on ground for the ORs. Alby also received a bout of
concussion for good measure. Other notable events included the
teeth-rattling tackle on CAPT Steve Fomiatti by CPL Craig
Forbes, which resulted in some extensive dental work. The
standard of play was complemented by the alternative form of
commentary provided by LCPL Lisa Spong and CFN Linda
Ivory. The experts believe the Offrs/WO/SNCO lost the game
through the reluctance of their halfback Major Drayton (there’s
that name again) to send the ball wide to his own backline.

The last big event of 1995 will see the squadron deploy north
to Mt Isa, to provide support for the Regiment in Exercise Alert.
For those people who have never heard of the 1st Aviation
Regiment TASS, it's hoped that this article has given you an idea
of our role within an aviation unit and how we spent 1995.

* ok ok

1 FD REGT TST

“CLIMBING ARTISAN GUNNERS”

Greetings and salutations from Technical Support
Troop, First Field Regiment, Roval Australian
Artillery.

Very little happens in this unit that would be suitable for
publication in such a respectable literary journal. However, we
have participated in two recent events that could be considered
noteworthy.

The week 21-25 Aug 95 saw members of TST participating
in adventure training with Headquarter Battery. The exercise

was a combination of rockclimbing and abseilling at “Frog
Buttress” near Ipswich, culminating with a 100m abseil down
the face of Mt Beerwah in the Glasshouse Mountains. The aim
of the exercise was to allow members to overcome personal fear
through challenge.

Most members enjoyed the challenge provided, however as
always there is an exception to every rule. CFN Dave George
(fearless rally driver and cow cocky) is yet to overcome a
complete fear of heights. When asked to climb a 16m rock face
he boldly accepted the task. At about the 3m mark of the climb
he made the fatal mistake of looking down. All hell then broke
loose! Screams of “00-ee-00-aah-aah”, “you're all sadistic”, and
“I'm going to stick my left boot fair up your “aah” echoed
around the ridgeline. Even though Georgie was not the least bit
impressed, he did provide raptures of laughter to the lesser
mortals safe on terra firma.

The other notable event in our otherwise miserable lives was
the firing of a 19 gun salute by members of TST to
commemorate the first sitting of the 48th Parliament of
Queensland. Owing to the numerous obligations of our “gun”
batteries, the Regiment was forced to allow “RAEME wackers”
to fire their precious guns for the salute. Due to the vast
technical nature of firing guns it took us some two days to
become proficient at our newly learnt skill. While it was certainly
an enlightening, and dare I say it, enjoyable experience, we are
still to master the Gunnie walk of heel, toe, knuckle drag, heel,
toe, knuckle drag.

On a final note we would like to farewell and thank the
following members who have left, or are about to leave, TST
1Fd Regt:

CAPT Paul Smith -~ MEA on promotion

SGT Steve Kemp — RTC on promotion

SGT Tony Lutz - discharge

SGT Carl Green - discharge

CPL Steve Ward - discharge

CPL Rob Hyde - posted to RTC

CFN Geoff Turner - discharge.

* ok Kk

[ RTC MECHANICAL WING

‘A’ Vehicle Corner
By SGT Shane (Sparrow) Layt

As much as quality is our middle name in the ‘A’ Vehicle
team, every now and again you tend to end up with that
warm, fuzzy glow from running a course that has a,
“was it good for you feeling!” The 3/95 LT ‘A’ Vehicle
Maintenance was just such a course”.

At first glance, the course trainee composition was one that
would send shivers down the spine of any would-be course
manager. The Mixed Bag of Mech’s was made up of three GRes
brothers and sisters, one civilian, six ARA and two Thailand
Defence Force trainees. Looking at the course photo from the
top left, we have CEN (Oh Really!) Jackson, CFN (she’ll be right)
Warde, CFN (I used to be the ASM) Craigie, CFN (if it moves,
shoot it) Turley and CPL (I can't steer a Leopard Tank) Duncan.
In the centre row we have Mr (It’s all coming back to me)
Moulds, CFN (Little Lil) Edmands and CEN (Boy, can I ski?)
Ellson. In the front row we have SMI (The SHARK) Obchuae,
CPO1 (Frosty the Snowman) Leeweerapong, LCPL (Hi-De-Ho
neighbour) Lewis and CFN (If it ain’t nailed down) Cotchin

The Instructors on the course were, myself (now better
known as Spara-dactyl) as Course Manager, Mr Chris
‘Schwazenegger’ Roughley, Mr Franco (it's only a violin case)
Romano, SGT Spod (I Love ASLAV) Dodgson and CPL Phil (I'm
too SHORT here anyway) Noble.

Day one of the course saw the usual course administration
problems with the exception of one unusual twist; everyone
arrived on time. All course members (including the GRes) had
actually marched in by 1100 hrs on the Tuesday and this had to
be a first. From that moment on, I knew that things on the A
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~ UNIT JOTTINGS - CONTINUED

Vehicle maintenance course would never be the same. A
precedence had been set and it was now up to every course that

followed to try to maintain the standard.
To try to describe what set this course apart from any others

that had proceeded it would be extremely difficult. The course
just seemed to bond together, no matter what their individual
backgrounds, and that has to be a plus. As is customary, the
students gathered at the end of the course for a ceremonial
drowning at the local tavern. They once again excelled
themselves at this activity and to cap it off, no staff had to be
called out to the local constabulary to post bail.

The end of the course saw the presentation of course reports
and certificates to each of the students, and in turn the students
rewarded the instructional staff with what had to be the heaviest
plaque (see insert) that had ever been created in the name of a

Course Plaque — Recycled Sprocket

three week course. To add to the presentation list, the students
then proceeded to give the instructional staff a course plague
each. We thought that had to be the end of the presentations,
until CEN (If it ain’t nailed down) Cotchin, opened another box

containing a course plaque for each of the course members. Just
to finish the whole proceedings off, I was presented with a Thai
Silk Tie from The Shark and Frosty. That saw the end of course
presentations and indeed, the end of the course. The final revenge
came when we notified CFN Cotchin that he was panelled for the
Tank Repair course that was starting in two weeks time. If your
able, and if you need it, ask to do an A Vehicle course, we're sure
you'll learn heaps and have a good time in the process.

Specialising in

» ENGINES

» GEARBOXES

» SERVICING

» NEW & USED
PARTS

Unit 7/284,
Musgrave Road,
Salisbury 4107

Car Carrying

AUSTRALIA'S CAR CARRYING | w=rumms .
SPECIALISTS b

- Economy Road Express Ring for

« Fully Enclosed Executive Service | Advice & a
- Undercover Storage Facilities Free Quote
Adelaide Canberra Gold Coast Perth Townsville

Tel: 268 1288 Tel: 241 1422 Tel: 5594 9677  Tel: 351 1940 Tel: 794 899

Brisbane Darwin Melbourne Sydney
Tel: 3216 7912  Tel: 844 668 Tel: 9305 4045  Tel: 892 4777

Distributors of '
THE KOMATSU RANGE ~
OF EARTHMOVING &
CONSTRUCTION MACHINERY
SERVICE AND REPAIRS TO ALL EARTHMOVING
AND HEAVY EQUIPMENT

Berco Undercarriages for all Equipment

SYDNEY
Phone (02) 795 8300
Fax (02) 795 8369

MUSWELLBROOK
Phone (065) 43 3900
Fax (065) 43 2974
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SEPARATIONS FROM THE CORPS MAY-OCTOBER 1995

OFFICERS
312161 MAJ OSBORN 326043 CPL
239768 LT RADVAN 234465 CPL
F232426 CAPT RIECK 1203941 woz
453725 MAJ STAUDE 321521 CPL
56364 CAPT SNEDDON 184301 CFN
F322524 MAJ POLKINGHORNE | 328549 LCPL
554994 CAPT KILCULLEN 325828 CPL
17224 MAJ MEEHAN 62575 SGT
553473 MAJ HOLLIER 554961 CPL
3107177 CAPT LENARCIC 182700 CFN
F1803032 CEN
232156 SGT
OTHER RANKS 316472 Wo1
453818 CPL
65446 CFN ACKERLEY 455871 CEN
233051 CPL AKERS 328001 CNF
4232506 CPL ALLEN 3804880 CFN
326545 LCPL ALLEN 6102040 CFN
219064 wo1 ALLT 233554 CPL
2303780 CPL ANDERSON 47946 woz2
312609 wo1 ANGOW 48262 CFN
1800731 CFN AUSTIN 189437 SGT
450130 SGT BAKER 65072 CEN
62600 SGT BARBER 185554 LCPL
554958 LCPL BARTLE 224720 CPL
184288 CPL BAXTER 1739124 CFN
221763 wo2 BECK 326582 CFN
556961 CFN BEDGOOD 556901 CFN
239819 CFN BEERE 57106 SSGT
317902 SGT BERRY 46663 wo1l
1206022 SGT BONNER 184284 CPL
379173 CFN BOYLE 114893 CEN
366064 woz2 BUNBURY 1206006 CPL
555856 LCPL CAHILL 399653 CEN
322087 SSGT CHOQUENOT 233083 CPL
181507 CFN CHUNG 73191 CPL

CLARK 235744 CPL MONK
CORBY 1204172 SGT NUDO
COSTIN 455176 CFN OTTE

COX 232283 CPL. PARKER
CRAMP 233084 CPL PEARCE
CURTIN 555026 CFN POWLESLAND
DANIEL 1103768 CFN PURDON
DOLBEY 1205575 wo2 RACK
DONEGAN 1204573 SGT RATHBONE
DORRELL 326599 CFN READING
DURKLEY 186138 LCPL RICHMOND
DUNSMORE 180595 SGT ROBERTS
FINN 180595 SGT ROBERS
FITZGIBBON 317297 woz2 ROBINSON
FLETCHER 232694 CPL SHAW
GIBSON 240473 CFN SLATER
GOIRIS 326603 SGT SPURR
GOSs 233477 CFN STRUNGARU
GRANGER 6800001 CFN THOMAS
HASELOFF 128071 CFN TURNER RRES
HENNESSY 64213 CFN VON
HICKINBOTHOM SAMORZEWSKI
HOOPER 325551 SGT WALKER
JACKSON 223212 CPL WILDBORE
JOHNSON 183070 CPL WILLIAMS
JONES 327464 Wwo1 YOUNG

KAY

LEECH

LONG

MADIGAN

MANN

MARTIN

MAURICE

MCDONALD

MCLENNAN

MIHAILOU

*‘é:::"-*Agserv Industries Pty Ltd |5

Truck, Tractor 1143 Stuart Highway Darwin ~ Telephone 089 322796
and Equipment PO Box 39545 Facsimile 089 32 2919
Specialists Wiinnellie NT 0821 ACN 009 639 285

Agserv Industries has been servicing the
Mining, Agricultural and Trucking Industries
for over 20 years.

El KENWOR'I’H

TOYOTA

| FORKLIFTS |

275 Stuart Highway,
Alice Springs NT 0870
Telephone 089 52 1377
Facsimile 089 53 0822

®)

@ Mercedes-Benz
JDHN DEERE

Support the
Red Crovds

Remember the Life You Save
May Be Your Own

Sisfern & w@@ e

EXPERT FREE ADVICE FOR YOUR
APPLICATION AND SUPPLY OF
* INSECTICIDES  FUNGICIDES
* WEEDICIDES  FERTILIZERS
* SHADE CLOTH
s WHOLESALE & RETAIL
TOWNSVILLE
PHONE
72 3788

523 FLINDERS ST, TOWNSVILLE

L

DYNAMIC LIFTER

Campbells

WARENOGUSE

A.C.N. No 000 226 399

FOR ALL YOUR CATERING, LIQUOR, GROCERY,
DAIRY, FROZEN FOODS, STATIONERY NEEDS

VIRGINIA PHONE (07) 865 1377
COOPERS PLAINS PHONE (07) 274 1843
TOOWOOMBA PHONE (076) 34 2099
NERANG PHONE (075) 30 2500
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The RAEME CRAFTSMAN SERVICE DIRECTORY

NEW SOUTH WALES

BUILDING RENOVATIONS

CURRENT CONTRACTORS TO THE ARMY

G. & J. Paul Pty Ltd

256 Boundary Street, Castle Cove 2069
Building & Renovation Contractors

Phone/Fax (02) 417 7724

PAINTERS
Proud to be associated with the Royal Australian Army

Pat Fedele

Domestic, commercial & industrial painting

Telephone/Fax (02) 634 7559 %

Mobile Phone: 015 232 869

/ R96458 Licensed Painter

QUEENSLAND

BUILDING CONTRACTORS

CURRENT ARMY CONTRACTOR

VAL ZOTTI
15 Batten Road, Mt Low 4818
Building & Maintenance Contractor
at Lavarack Barracks
Ph (077) 88 9538  Mobile (018) 774 875
Fax (077) 889 538

BUILDING RENOVATIONS

Current Contractors to Royal Australian Army

CUSTANCE BUILDING SERVICES

Toowoomba
Commercial, Industrial &
Civil Renovations & Restorations
Phone (076) 334 996 » Mobile (018) 795 720
Fax (076) 334 997

ROADHOUSE

Current Contractors to the Army
KYNUNA ROADHOUSE
Lansborough Highway, Kynuna, Qld 4823
*EFTPOS * 24 Hr Fuel * Auto-Gas * QACV

* Air Con on site vans * Licensed restaurant
* Air con cabins * Camping * Powered sites

Your hosts Lance & Leanne

Phone/Fax (077) 468 683

ROADHOUSE

CURRENT CONTRACTORS TO THE AUSTRALIAN ARMY

LAKELAND ROADHOUSE

Mulliean Highway, Lakeland 4871
Petrol, Diesel, Camp Gas, Mechanical Repairs
Restaurant — Tasty Hot Food

Phone (070) 602 188 - Fax (070) 602 165

ROADHOUSE s
CURRENT SUPPLIERS TO THE ARMY
@ SHELL GOLD CITY ROADHOUSE
Charters Towers 4820
Hot food, friendly service * Petrol, diesel, showers & laundromat
TRUCK STOP OPEN 24 HOURS
Phone (077) 871 429 « Fax (077) 871 617

EFTPOS - Shell Card, cash & credit cards

ROADHOUSE
Suppliers to the Army

SHELL TULLY

Diesel, petrol, LPG, excellent hot food
OPEN 24 HOURS
Phone (070) 681 366 » Fax (070) 6382 154
Bruce Highway, Tully 4854

VICTORIA

PAVING

CurRENT CONTRACTOR TO THE ARMY

BURKE PAVING & LANDSCAPING
WODONGA

For all paving or landscaping.
No job too big or small.

Phone (018) 572 455 * Fax (057) 282 628

TREE LOPPING

TREE LOPPING SPECIALISTS

W.R. & J.G. CARTIS

222 Lawrence Street, Wodonga 3690

Phone (060) 561 594 ¢ Mobile (018) 578 659
CurRRENT CONTRACTORS TO THE ARMY
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The RAEME CRAFTSMAN SERVICE DIRECTORY

NEW SOUTH WALES

REPGO AUTO
PARTS

—
Repco

Servicing the Albury/Wodonga Military Districts
421 Swift Street, Albury Telephone: (060) 21 1611
10 South Street, Wodonga Telephone:(060) 24 3322

AUTO ELECTRICAL

) AUTO

[ Jallinger
ELECTRICAL
Authorised Mongoose Installation Centre
All wiring problems solved

Exchange 4 Starters ¢ Alternators ¢ Regulators

EXIDE Batteries
346 Urana Road, Lavington, NSW 2641 Tel: (060) 25 8333

CLUTCH & BRAKE SUPPLY & SERVICE

Proud to Support the Royal Australian Army

Thanking them for the use of our products
Specialising in Disc Pads — Supply and Clutch Kits

Telephone (02) 667 0242
Premier Cluteh & Brake Service Pty Ltd.

| Birmingham Street, Alexandria NSW 2015

PROUD TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH THE ROYAL AUSTRALAN ARMY
Thank you for the Support with the use of our products

DUNCAN FOSTER ENGINEERING PTY LTD

SPECIALIST ENGINE RECONDITIONERS
20 STEEL ST., BLACKTOWN, NSW 2148
TEL (02) 671 6333 FAX (02) 831 3056
UNIT 11, 8 DEADMAN RD., MOOREBANK, NSW 2170
TEL (02) 824 0664 FAX (02) 824 0665

[Bad)os SRIQLE RERAIRS

Proud to Support the Royal Australian Army
Thanking them for using our service

For all your needs phone (049) 906 477

* Engraving * Key Cutting * All Shoe Repairs
* Wedding Shoe Covering * Service * Locksmithing
Cessnock Market Place, Cessnock 2325

STATIONERY SUPPLIES

ADVANCE SUPPLIER PTY LTD

ALL SUBURBS

Wholesale Stationery - Fax — Computer - Copy Paper
— Diskettes — Data Cartridges — Printer Ribbons

All Stationery Needs Next Day Delivery Competitive Rates

Telephone: (02) 603 9750
Unit 2/9 Swaffham Rd., Minto 2566 Fax: (02) 603 4530

TOOLS SUPPLIER
(L]

Industrial Fastener Suppliers — TOOL SUPPLIERS —
Special Components Machined or Cold Forged §

Linsell & Company Pty Ltd

(Incin NSW) ACN 002 419 721

Factory |, No 73, Governor Macquarie Drive, Chipping Norton 2170
TELEPHONE (02) 755 1528 FAX: (02) 755 1557

TASMANIA

R. & G. LEE

Builders

Proud to support the Army Engineers
P.O. Box 38 Blackmans Bay, Tasmania 7052

Phone/Fax 002 29 4998
Mobile 018 123 928

G&R RIX SMASH REPAIRS

OFFICIAL CONTRACTORS TO THE ARMY
40 HEATHCOTE ROAD, MOOREBANK NSW 2170

PHONE 02 601 2674 FAX 02 601 2674

GEOFF PERRIMAN (=&

Building — Joinery Contractor vJ
@® HOME EXTENSIONS @ RENOVATIONS
@® NEW HOMES @ ROOF CONVERSIONS @ MAINTENANCE
Contractors to Defence Department — Southern Tasmania Region
PHONE (002) 732 551 or (002) 725 121
Fax (002) 730 971 Mobile 018 122 420
166 Marys Hope Road, Rosetta 7010

HASLER RESTORATIONS

Current Contractors to the Royal Aust Army for Antique
Restoration, Furniture Repairs, Upholstery, Motor
Trimming and French Polishing.

Available for Tender and Contract to the RAAF & RAN
33 YASS ROAD, QUEANBEYAN, 2620

Telephone: (06) 297 2289. Fax: (06) 299 1162

GRASS CUTTING/MAINTENANCE

HALLS A.G. CONTRACTORS
Levendale 7120

Grass Cutting & General Maintenance
To Defence Department, Tasmania

Phone (002) 546 189
Mobile (018) 136 116
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The RAEME CRAFTSMAN SERVICE DIRECTORY

QUEENSLAND

GOODSYEAR
CANUNGRA AUTO CLINIC

* Auto electrical repairs * Mechanical repairs and servicing
* RACQ depot * 24 hour breakdown service
* Wheel alignment * Tyre sales and repairs
* Dunlop, Good Year and most popular brands

3 Christie Street, Canungra, Qld 4275
Phone (07) 554 35844 Mobile 018 746 925

I & M AUTO REPAIRS

15 FLEMING ST, AITKENVALE, QLD 4814

* Mechanical Repairs
+ Roadworthies, Cars, Trucks & 4WDs
Phone: (077) 79 5063
AH: 25 2104 - IVAN GODFREY
SPECIAL DISCOUNTS TO ARMY PERSONNEL

AUTO REPAIRS '

CURRENT ARMY CONTRACTOR

MICK’S AUTOMOTIVE

3 KEANE STREET, CURRAJONG 4814
Quality work always assured.

Phone (077) 257 281

RACQ SERVICE DEFOT

: Contractors to RAEME
. TRUCKS, BUSES,
SPRINGS 4WD, CARS

* Hendrickson Suspension Rebushing * Spring Repairs & Resetting
* All Suspension Parts « Shackle Pins, ‘U’ Bolts, New Springs
* Huge Stocks Available « SAME DAY SERVICE

Phone (07) 3216 4444 BRISBANE SPRINGS
508 Nudgee Road, Hendra 4011 « Fax (07) 3868 3228

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
C & P TEGG ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

EWCB Lic. 9439 QA cert. 977 Phone 221 444
® Domestic ® Commercial ® Industrial Installations and Maintenance
e Computer Cabling ® Repairs and Maintenance
e Appliance Repairs and Maintenance
SER‘L/ICE AGENTS FOR VOLTA & FLYAI/:OVX‘
For bags, parts, repairs, warranty work an
E] Electrolux ga | your E/gcrro.’ux neea'sfy
300 Bolsover Street, Rockhampton

FORKLIFT TRUCK SERVICE

/;\ctive [Fork Hift Service

SUPERIOR PERSONALISED SERVICE TO ALL MAKES & MODELS
* Attachments Supplied & Fitted ® Gas Conversions ¢
Maintenance Programmes

ALL WORK GUARANTEED ,
fogo om fog rom

= STRATHPINE (07) 3205 5500 =i

ALL HOURS 3 Belconnen Crescent FAX: (07) 3205 1276

PANEL BEATERS

RACQ SELECTED REPAIRER

POWELLS BODY WORKS

Panel Beating, Insurance Quotes, Spray Painting,
Wedge Clamp Chassis, Alignment System.

55 Pickering Street, Enoggera 4051
Phone (07) 355 4233 « Fax (07) 355 4680

NORTHERN TERRITORY

PORT DARWIN MOTORS

Regular Suppliers to the Royal Australian Army

* SALES, SERVICE, PARTS *
s LAND ROVER, MAZDA, BMW e PEUGEQT ¢ JAGUAR

(Established 56 years)
15 Stuart Highway, Stuart Park, NT

Phone (089) 81 9444 © Fax (089) 41 1915

LMVD 005

e e e ).
HAIGHS FENCING

CONTRACTORS TO DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE

For the supply and erection of
domestic, security, industrial and pool fencing.

Call Larry on
(089) 271 971 or (0414) 893 782 or Fax (089) 886 216

MOTOR VEHICLES

Proud contractors to Norforce for the Repair and
Maintenance of the New 110 Land Rovers

SUTTON MOTORS

13 Smith Street, Alice Springs, NT 0870
Telephone: (089) 52 1334 Fax (089) 53 1879

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

m
HOHN’S SHEET METAL

Sand Blasting
Industrial Coating
Factory or Site Work Mining

72 2633

Crawford St, Katherine = Fax 72 3454

EESIGHSEES = e e ot
MIDWAY SIGNS

Proud to Support the Royal Australian Army
Thanking them for the use of our products.
For all your requirements contact Midway Signs.

82 Elgee Road, Bellevue W.A. 6056

Phone: (09) 274 2758
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MTU support services.
At the leading edge of
Australia’s defence!

ITU Australia-Pacific
leadquarters:

1-13 Garling Road
ings Park, NSW 2148
ustralia

hone (02) 671 3555
ax (02) 831 1902

MTU Australia. The
R.A.N.’s assurance of imm-
ediate support wherever its
ships are. Its Fremantle
class patrol boats and dive
launches and soon its new
Anzac frigates - all powered
by MTU diesel engines.

The nerve centre is MTU’s
state of the art service facili-
ty at Kings Park, NSW,
where a team of 20 factory
trained engineers has been
specially assigned to the
Navy’s engine overhaul pro-
grammes and is also on call
for instant action anywhere,

in the event of emergencies.

There’s also a $1 million
purpose-built test laboratory
for testing engines up to
7,000 hp and generating sets
up to 3,500 kW and more
than $12 million of replace-
ment parts on hand.

To learn more about MTU’s
unique Integrated Logistics
Support Package for diesel
engines, power generation
systems and gas turbines
call or fax MTU Australia
today.

MTU - Power for 2000!

Quadrant MTU 6506/RC



